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BFC Comments on... 





Extended Use of General License GLV 


Though general license GLV—for 
shipments of limited value—was re- 
vised a year ago to extend its use for 
exports to Western Hemisphere 
(Group O) countries, BFC still is re- 
ceiving some license applications for 
shipments that could be made under 
that general license, without prior ap- 
plication to BFC. 


Before general license GLV was re- 
vised, the dollar value limits of ship- 
ments permitted under it were the 
same for all destinations. Under the 
revision (Comprehensive Export 
Schedule, part 371.10), however, ex- 
porters are permitted to ship up to 
$500 worth of most commodities to 
Western Hemisphere countries with- 
out appiying for individual licenses. 


This means that even if the GLV 
value shown on the Positive List for a 
given commodity is less than $500, or 
even “none,” general license GLV may 


be used by exporters to effect ship- 
ment of orders from their Latin- 
American customers if the net value is 
not in excess of $500. The only ex- 
ceptions to the use of general license 
GLV are shipments of commodities 
identified on the Positive List by the 
letter “C.” 

The purpose of this revision was to 
simplify U. S. trade with Group O 
countries and, to a great extent, this 
purpose has been accomplished. How- 
ever, some exporters still are filing 
applications for shipments falling 
within the allowable GLV limit. If 
they had been aware of their privi- 
lege to ship under general license, 
they would have been able to save 
themselves the time and expense in- 
volved in submitting a formal appli- 
cation for a license. Similarly, BFC 
would have been saved the time and 
expense involved in returning the ap- 
plication without action. 


Late Filing of Export Declarations 


Reports from Collectors of Customs 
indicate that exporters or their for- 
warders occasionally file declarations 
either after the carrier has departed 
or after the merchandise has been 
loaded aboard the carrier. 

Such late filing is in violation of 
section 379.1(6) of the Comprehensive 
Export Schedule, which provides that 
shipper’s export declarations must be 
presented to customs officials before 
the goods are first deposited on the 
dock, pier, or other place of lading 
for loading onto an exporting carrier. 

If export declarations are filed with 
the Collector of Customs for authenti- 
cation after the carrier has departed, 
or after the merchandise has been 
loaded aboard the carrier, the Cus- 
toms Service is denied an opportunity 
to inspect the merchandise. 


“Late filing” of export declarations 
has resulted in an order to the carrier 
to offload the merchandise or, in the 
event the carrier has already depart- 
ed, to return the merchandise to the 
United States. In addition, adminis- 
trative and criminal sanctions may be 
a for violation of this regula- 

jon. 


Under the export control law, the 
exporter and his forwarding agent are 
responsible for filing export declara- 


tions on time. Carriers, of course, vio- 
late the regulation if they load mer- 
chandise before receiving the carrier’s 
copy of the declaration. 


Germany Sets Terms 
For Foreign Bids 


Foreign bids on German public con- 
tracts may be accepted and foreign 
material utilized in fulfillment of pub- 
lic contracts if the foreign country 
concerned permits similar treatment 
of German bids and products, by a 
Federal Ministry of Finance decree. 

Preference will be given to domestic 
bidders only if they are distressed in- 
dustries. The railway car and natural 
stone industries are the only ones so 
regarded at present. 

Acceptance of foreign bids on pub- 
lic projects exceeding 50,000 marks 
(about US$11,900) will be subject to 
Federal Ministry of Finance approval. 
Before foreign applicants or utiliza- 
tion of foreign materials will be con- 
sidered, that is, before invitations to 
bid are forwarded to prospective bid- 
ders, approval must be obtained from 
the Finance Ministry, the Foreign 
Office, and the Ministry of Economics. 
—HICOG, Bonn. 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities’ through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations— which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 


The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 


Atlanta. 5 N. M., 208 U. 8S. Courthouse. 
Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 


Bldg. 
Boston 9, <seogt tog U. 8S. Post Office and 
Se 


Buffalo 3, N os aa Ellicott 8 
Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg. Whee _ Broad 
Cheyenné W or 307 Federal ‘Office Bldg. 
Jackson Blvd. 
inatl 2, Ohio, 442 V. 8S. Post Office and 


Cleveland land 14, 6 Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2 recto. 142 New Customhouse. 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
El , Tex Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 
Houston 2. waite, a Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonritie 1 

Federal Office Bidg. 


eee Ge $2 

Los An Se 1 men” 1031 8. Broadway. 
Memp i 3, Tenn. 229 Federal Bldg. 
Miami 3 NE. First St. 
Minneapélis 2, Minn., 607 Marque uette Ave. 
New Orleans 12, 333 St. Charles Ave. 


New York 13, N. Y., Broadway. 
Philadelphia 3 1015 Chestnut St. 
Second rg 


pitesbury nae PA. Pa., 107 Sixth 8 

Pectiand 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. s iethowe. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
0, v Va., 900 


Richmond 
St. Louis —- We New Federal Bldg. 


Salt Lake cles 222 SW. Temple St. 
San Francisco 12, ° + Room 419 Custom- 


Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909. First Ave. 


o local telephone numbers, consult 
. 8. Government section of phone book. 












Samvel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 





U. S. Department of Commerce 
FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


K. Macy, Director 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
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United States and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freely. Mention of source will be appreciated. 
Published with the approval of the Bureau of the Budget, June 19, 1952. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Excellent Crops Aid Economy 





Mexico Adjusts to Effects of Devaluation 


Reaction to the April devaluation of the peso, keenly felt in every 
sector of the Mexican economy during the second quarter of 1954, began 
to show some signs of abating early in the summer. 

Despite threats of inflation, strikes, wage demands, and rumors of 
further devaluation and controls, the more optimistic businessmen felt 


that the shock of the devaluation 
would not slow the tempo of economic 
activity much beyond August or Sep- 
tember. Acting on the theory that the 
confused situation would “shake itself 
out” within several months, many 
jocal concerns in Mexico City proceed- 
ed cautiously with their predevalua- 
tion expansion plans. 


On the brighter side were the fa- 
vorable agricultural crop conditions 
and the firming of mineral prices, 
giving promise of greater self-suffi- 
ciency in foodstuffs and increased 
export earnings in the remainder of 
1954. 


Heavy dollar sales to the public, 
declines in peso checking accounts, 
and transfers of dollars out of the 
country, which threatened a near 
financial crisis after devaluation, all 
were met with a firm front by the 
Bank of Mexico. The bank sold dol- 
lars immediately to all private buyers, 
and supplied commercial banks with 
all required dollars, in the form of 
both currency and checking accounts. 

The bank also entered the stock 
market and actively supported the 
price of fixed-income securities, or 
bonds, so that the index of bond 
prices did not fluctuate at all during 
May. The index of common stock 
prices rose between March and June 
2 from 531.2 to 549.9; industrials 
showed particularly marked rises. 
Large numbers of participation cer- 
tificates and national saving bonds, 
which are redeemable on sight, were 
cashed by the public. The bank pur- 
chased large quantities of investments 
from commercial banks to insure im- 
mediate liquidity for all depositors. 


Bank Action Effective 


Thus within 6 weeks after devalua- 
tion the financial market had been 
quieted. Dollar drains were reduced 
considerably, and by early June flight 
of capital had almost stopped. The 
tate of decline in bank deposits was 
slowed down and offers of fixed-in- 
come securities were less frequent in 
the local stock market. 

The market, however, continued rife 
with rumors of new devaluations, ap- 
Preciations, and exchange control to 
stem flight of capital, but the Presi- 
dent late in the month reiterated his 
announcement of April 14 that no ex- 
thange control would be instituted. 

To eliminate speculation against the 
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peso all purchasers of dollar futures 
were required, by an instruction issued 
on April 24, to deposit with the Bank 
of Mexico 50 percent of the value of 
futures purchased in pesos. Concerns 
borrowing large amounts repayable 
in dollars in the United States—for 
instance, for crop loans—complained 
that this move added an additional 
incalculable risk to their operations, 
whereupon the Bank of Mexico, on 
June 24, reduced the deposit require- 
ments on futures operations to 25 
percent. 


Despite optimistic forecasts for 
short-run business conditions, some 
local businessmen, both Mexican and 
foreign, appeared to have lost con- 
fidence in the Administration’s eco- 
nomic policies, apparently because of 
its lack of an integrated, thorough 
program to deal with the inevitable 
and foreseeable effects of devaluation. 
An indication of this uneasiness is 
the practice followed by many con- 
cerns of keeping only minimum 
checking accounts in pesos and hold- 
ing all excess funds in dollar accounts, 
either locally or in the United States. 
Other firms reportedly are invoicing in 
dollars. 


Advisory Council Established 

Apparently in an effort to over- 
come this uneasiness in the business 
community, the President proposed 
the establishment of a Council for 
Development and Coordination of Na- 
tional Production to assist in charting 
the economic adjustments which lie 
ahead. The purpose of the council, 
according to the decree of June 28 
which established it, is to act as a 
consultative organ of the Federal 
Government in the examination of 
problems connected with agricultural 
and industrial production” and pro- 
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posing concrete measures for a bal- 
anced increase in production. 

In the agricultural sector the coun- 
cil will make recommendations con- 
cerning private participation in 
irrigation works, public agricultural 
credit policy, and agricultural price 
guaranties. In the industrial field it 
will formulate policies relevant to 
increasing exports and tariffs and 
channeling private investment and 
foreign investments. 

Marte R. Gomez, Minister of Agri- 
culture in the Avila Camacho cabinet, 
will head the new council. 


Inflation Threatens 


The chief concern of the Govern- 
ment, however, is not with the pres- 
ent business uncertainty, which is 
felt to be only temporary, but with 
the looming threat of inflation. The 
immediate reaction of many business- 
men to the devaluation was to raise 
prices by the full amount of the de- 
valuation, 44 percent. Others, at- 
tempting to cooperate with the 
Government’s anti-inflationary pro- 
gram or fearful. of fines levied by 
Government inspectors, raised prices 
by only a small fraction of total 
devalution. The devaluation, however, 
together with the rise in prices which 
followed immediately, brought de- 
mands from labor for wage increases 
of 10 to 44 percent. Faced with trade 
union demands, increasing operating 
costs, and a 45-percent rise in cost 
of imported items, businessmen are 
finding it impossible to resist price 
increases. 

The cost-of-living index in Mexico 
City shows a rise of 8 percent between 
March and June, and the general 
index of wholesale prices a 9-percent 
increasé. The Government’s position 
is that prices increase immediately 
following devaluation and that once 
they have spurted to the new higher 
level they will become stable. The 
Administration is determined to hold 
down prices to the maximum extent 
possible and has predicted that prices 
will not rise by more than 10 percent 
before the year’s end. 

The Ministry of Economy, however, 
has granted some relief to beleaguered 
firms squeezed between price ceilings 
and rising costs, for instance, on 
combustible gas, milk products, and 
fats and oils, and has announced that 
increases will be authorized only if 
firms prove that they are essential for 
continued operation. Price control also 
was extended to many items which 
had been decontrolled. 

The normal tempo of merchandis- 
ing has been disrupted since mid- 
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April. Some suppliers are sold out 
for months ahead because of antici- 
patory buying by wholesalers and re- 
tailers or of increased export orders 
at the new more competitive peso 
prices. Others, because of unsettled 
wage agreements and unknown costs 
of raw materials, are reluctant to 
quote future prices. Still others have 
temporarily declined orders in hopes 
of negotiating legal price increases 
with the Ministry of Economy. 


Volume of durable consumer goods 
sales declined because consumer in- 
come had not increased sufficiently 
to encourage such purchases. Uncer- 
tainty as to the future course of 
prices, costs, and taxes caused some 
cutting back of construction projects, 
with a consequent slowdown in build- 
ing sales. - Heavy equipment and 
machinery sales were postponed by 
some concerns, and buyer resistance 
to increased costs of luxury and ex- 
pensive household items was mani- 
fest. Large retail department stores 
state that the peso value of sales is 
off 5 to 10 percent and the unit volume 
of sales down 10 to 15 percent. 


Wage Increases Asked 


The devaluation upset an otherwise 
stable labor situation in Mexico, as 
the greater part of Mexico’s industry 
had negotiated in 1953 and early 1954 
Wage agreements averaging 11- to 15- 
percent increases. The President, in 
his May 14 speech, expressed the 
hope that Mexican private industry 
would offer wage increases of 10 per- 
cent or better. This statement was 
construed by labor as warranting de- 
mands considerably higher than the 
10 percent which most industries were 
disposed to offer, and for some indus- 
tries the unions declared that ad- 
justments up to 40 percent were 
necessary. 

Two important events served to 
break the deadlock over wages which 
ensued between labor and manage- 
ment. The first was negotiation within 
the mining and metallurgical indus- 
tries early in June, which resulted in 
the Miners’ Union formulating wage 
demands and successfully initiating 
negotiations in the Ministry of La- 
bor. The second occurred on June 9, 
when Mexico’s largest labor central, 
the Confederacion de Trabajadores de 
Mexico (CTM), voted to call a general 
strike on July 12, demanding a 24- 
percent adjustment in wages to 
correct postdevaluation inequities. In- 
tensive negotiations were begun im- 
mediately in virtually all of Mexico’s 
principal industries. 

Indications at the end of July were 
that the strike threat had practically 
disappeared and that wage negotia- 
tions were proceeding smoothly. 

The Labor Department evolved a 
wage policy based upon negotiations 
in the mining and metallurgical in- 
dustries, which it applied to early 
cases raised by the strike threat. 
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Under this policy, the postdevalua- 
tion wage adjustment was up by at 
least 12 percent, with small additional 
increases for some industries. Al- 
though many contracts still were to 
be settled at the end of June, it ap- 
peared that increases would be be- 
tween 12 and 15 percent for the 
principal industries. For other indus- 
tries increases were reported to range 
from 10 to 25 percent, and in the 
automobile and tire industry, where 
contracts were expiring, new 2-year 
contracts called for increases of 20 to 
24 percent. 


Miners, in common with other un- 
ions, demanded 44-percent increases, 
but a settlement was made at 12 
percent retroactive to May 15. The 
petroleum industry established a 10- 
percent increase, also retroactive to 
May 15, and granted fringe benefits 
which added greatly to the settlement. 

The Mexican railways, like other 
Mexican industries, will have to in- 
crease wages by about 10 percent and 
must also grant fringe benefits. 

The National Electric Power Union 
demanded a 44-percent wage increase, 
but, inasmuch as power rates are set 
by the Government, the companies re- 
ferred the demand to the Administra- 





Virginia World Trade 
Conference Set 


The Sixth Annual Virginia 
World Trade Conference will be 
held Thursday and Friday, Sep- 
tember 30 and October 1, at the 
Hotel Chamberlin, Old Point 
Comfort, Va. 


The 2-day conference will 
include luncheon and dinner 
addresses, panel discussions, in- 
formal question-and-answer ses- 
sions, and a series of “com- 
modity breakfasts” covering 
coffee, chemicals, textiles, to- 
bacco, and general manufac- 
tured goods. 


The Virginia World Trade 
Conference last year drew more 
than 500 businessmen and world 
traders, principally from Vir- 
ginia and the Middle West. 


The conference is sponsored 
by Virginia organizations shar- 
ing an interest in world trade: 
Hampton Roads Maritime As- 
sociation, Newport News Port 
Commission, Norfolk Port Au- 
thority, Peninsula Industrial 
Committee, Richmond Export- 
Import Club, Virginia Pilot 
Association, Virginia State Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and the Vir- 
ginia State Ports Authority. 
Preconference headquarters are 
located at 111 N. Fifth Street, 
Richmond 19, Va. 
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tion with the statement that they 
would give any increases the Admin- 
istration directed provided they were 
promptly granted compensating power 
rate increases. 


Manufacturers Face Problems 


Following the devaluation, domestic 
manufacturing establishments faced 
the problem of establishing new pro- 
duction costs, made more difficult by 
the increased cost of imported raw 
materials and labor’s threat to strike 
unless demands for a 24-percent wage 
increase were met. 


Equally perplexing were manufac- 
turers’ efforts to obtain the Govern- 
ment’s permission to increase prices 
of articles under price control suffi- 
ciently to offset increased costs of 
production. These problems created 
long-drawn-out negotiations, during 
which concerns either continued sell- 
ing at the old prices or suspended 
sales altogether. 

Manufacturers of all lines began 
searching for domestic raw -materials 
which could be substituted for im- 
ported products. Satisfactory substi- 
tutes are not available in Mexico for 
some products, notably medicinal and 
pharmaceutical, and price adjust- 
ments will have to be made. 

Production of automobile assembly 
plants and tire factories was reported 
to have held up well, and cotton 
textile mills began stepping up pro- 
duction in June. On the other hand, 
production of steel plants, steel fab- 
ricating factories, and shoe factories 
was reported to have declined. 


Mining Industry Cautious 


No marked change in metal and 
mineral production as a result of the 
devaluation was evident. Mining com- 
panies, faced with high export and 
other taxes, as well as increasing 
labor costs, viewed the future with 
considerable uncertainty and were re- 
luctant to increase production facili- 
ties. 

Mining companies have been con- 
cerned principally with efforts to have 
the 25-percent ad valorem export tax 
reduced and to arrive at wage ad- 
justments with the labor unions. The 
Government apparently will not con- 
sent to a reduction in the export 
tax on minerals unless mining com- 
panies prove that the tax is hindering 
exports or that they are losing money. 
The export tax and the wage increase 
largelyenullify for the industry as 4 
whole the transitory advantages 
gained through devaluation of the 
peso. Doubt is therefore expressed 
that the devaluation will materially 
stimulate production and export of 
Mexican minerals. 

The peso devaluation brought heavy 
losses to Petroleos Mexicanos (PE- 
MEX), despite a small gain in exports, 
because its domestic selling prices are 
frozen in pesos. Losses on products 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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Mixed Conditions Persist 





Belgian Economic Structure 


The Belgian economy’s basic fabric continued strong throughout the 
first quarter of 1954, although soft spots persisted in several major 


segments. 


Overall production rose, retail prices firmed, and unemployment de- 
creased despite an increased foreign-trade deficit, declining wholesale 


prices, and lower production in the 
country’s three most important indus- 
tries—metal manufacturing, coal, and 
steel. 

The overall production index com- 
piled by the Agence Economique et 
Financiere (AGEFT), a private finan- 
cial newspaper, rose to an average of 
141.3 (1936-38=—100) for the first 
quarter of 1954 from 136.5 during the 
corresponding period of 1953, princi- 
pally because of higher production 
levels in the construction, textile, ce- 
ment, and electric power industries. 
However, the index was below 147.9 
for the last quarter of 1953, largely 
in consequence of seasonal factors. 

Crude-steel production in the first 
quarter of 1954 totaled approximately 
1,145,000 metric tons, up from 1,091,000 
metric tons in the preceding quarter 
but below the 1,195,000 metric tons 
produced during the first 3 months of 
1953. 

Production of Belgian metal manu- 
factures totaled about 463,000 metric 
tons during the first 3 months of this 
year, practically the same as during 
the preceding quarter but below the 
476,000 metric tons produced during 
the first quarter of 1953. 


New Orders Up in Some Lines 

New orders increased throughout 
the first quarter for forgings and 
stampings, metallic building accesso- 
ries, automobiles, cycles, aviation ma- 
teriel, and pneumatic and hydraulic 
machines. New orders for steel cast- 
ings and fine mechanical apparatus 
consistently declined. 

Activity in the Belgian shipbuilding 
industry continued at high levels dur- 
ing the first 3 months of 1954. The 
value of new orders in January ex- 
ceeded the value of deliveries during 
that month, but in February and 
March it dropped slightly below that 
of deliveries. 

Belgian coal production dropped to 
7,664,000 metric tons during the Jan- 
uary-March period of this year from 
7,694,000. metric tons in the preceding 
quarter and 17,692,000 metric tons 
during the first 3 months of 1953. 
Nevertheless, coal stocks continued to 
accumulate at the pitheads, rising to 
about 3,400,000 metric tons by the end 
of March 1954 from 3,073,575 metric 
tons 3 months earlier. 

The semiofficial Belgian National In- 
stitute of the Coal Industry (INI- 
CHAR) announced plans in April to 
build an experimental gas generator 
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plant near Liege which would produce 
gas by integral gasification of coal. 
This project, together with a recent 
INICHAR-sponsored international 
conference held at Liege on integral 
coal gasification, has aroused wide- 
spread interest in the possibility of 
thus economically and profitably uti- 
lizing some of Belgium’s surplus coal 
for producing gas as well as electricity. 


Cement Output Declines 


Cement production totaled 812,000 
metric tons during the first quarter of 
1954, down from the 1,151,000 metric 
tons produced during the preceding 
3-month period but above the 795,000 
metric tons produced in the first 
quarter of 1953. Electricity output at 
2,744 million kilowatt-hours dipped 
slightly below the 2,753 million in the 
preceding 3 months, but was consid- 
erably above the 2,486 million for the 
first quarter of 1953. 


Paper output during the first quar- 
ter amounted to 64,037 metric tons, 
an improvement over 63,694 metric 
tons for the fourth quarter of 1953 but 
down from 65,612 metric tons in the 
first quarter of 1953. 


Belgian textile production for the 
first quarter of 1954 outstripped that 
for the like period last year by a con- 
siderable margin, although it was 
somewhat below the October-Decem- 
ber 1953 level. The production indexes 
for the natural and artificial textile 
industries for the first 3 months of 
1954 averaged 132.9 and 452.9, respec- 
tively, compared with 137.8 and 457.8 
during the preceding quarter and 
119.8 and 375.2 in the first quarter of 
1953 (1936-38—100). Domestic cot- 
ton prints were reported to be en- 
countering severe competition from 
imported products. 


Trade Deficit Increases 


The value of Belgium-Luxembourg 
Economic Union (BLEU) export trade 
fell during the first quarter of 1954 to 
26,639 million Belgian francs from 29,- 
847 million in the final quarter of 
1953 and 27,496 million during the first 
3 months of last year (1 Belgian franc 
= approximately US$0.02). 

Although imports declined slightly 
to 30,703 million francs during the 
January-March period of 1954 from 
31,634 million in the preceding quar- 
ter, they were above the 29,753 million 
reported for the first quarter of 1953. 

BLEU exports to the United States 
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Still Strong 


during the first 3 months of 1954 came 
to only 1,957 million francs, the lowest 
for that period since 1950, while im- 
ports from this country were 3,067 
million francs. 

BLEU’s trade terms during January 
and February continued the unfavor- 
able trend of the 1953 fourth quarter 
as export prices rose more slowly than 
import prices. The trade-term index— 
the export price index divided by the 
import price index—dropped to 88.5 in 
February 1954 from 91.5 in October 
1953. 

Total BLEU exports of iron and 
steel products was 1,141,959 metric 
tons during the first quarter of 1954 
compared with 1,142,249 metric tons 
in the preceding quarter and 1,196,476 
metric tons in the January-March 
period of 1953. The principal coun- 
tries of destination in order of im- 
portance were the Netherlands, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the 
United States, France, and the United 
Kingdom. BLEU’s steel exports to the 
United States dropped to 77,888 metric 
tons during the first quarter of 1954 
from 125,893 metric tons during the 
like period last year. 


Coal Imports Rise 


Coal imports for the first quarter 
of this year reached a total of 855,873 
metric tons compared with only 346,- 
548 metric tons for the corresponding 
period of 1953. Exports at 1,013,696 
metric tons for the first 3 months of 
1954 were also well above the 669,043 
tons exported during the first quarter 
of 1953, but represented a decline from 
fourth-quarter 1953 exports. 

Coal imports from all the principal 
coal-producing countries except the 
United States during the first 3 
months of 1954 were substantially 
above those for the corresponding pe- 
riod last year. Largest increases were 
from Western Germany, which sup- 
plied 469,840 metric tons during the 
first quarter of 1954 compared with 
only 102,115 metric tons in the Janu- 
ary-March 1953 period. 

First-quarter 1954 imports from the 
United States totaled 65,663 metric 
tons, down from 70,738 during the like 
quarter of 1953, and only 33 percent 
of coal imports from this country in 
the third quarter of 1953, just before 
Belgium imposed its import restric- 
tions on U. S. coal. 

Textile exports during the first 3 
months of this year declined from the 
preceding quarter but were higher 
than during the first quarter of 1953. 
Throughout the January-March 1954 
period the principal countries of desti- 
nation in order of their importance 
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Swiss Trade, Construction, and 
Tourism Reach Record Levels 


The continued expansion since World War II of the Swiss economy 
was highlighted at mid-1954 by record levels attained by foreign trade, 


construction, and tourism. 


Housing construction during the first 4 months was 17 percent 
above the levels for the like period of 1953. Retail-trade volume, tourist 


receipts, freight-car loadings, and 
electricity consumption also were 
above 1953 levels. 


Swiss exports for the first 5 months 
of 1954 rose to 2,041 million Swiss 
francs from 2,023 million during the 
corresponding period last year (1 Swiss 
franc = about US$0.233). Imports rose 
much higher, to 2,210 million francs 
from 1,980 million. Thus, Switzerland’s 
anomalous 1953 trade balance, when 
exports exceeded imports by 94 million 
francs or nearly 2 percent, was being 
reversed. 

Swiss imports from the United 
States climbed to 279,771,000 francs 
during the first 5 months of 1954 from 


257,988,000 for the corresponding pe-- 


riod of 1953. On the other hand, 
Swiss exports to this country dropped 
by 95,471,000 francs to 237,692,000. As 
a result, Switzerland ran a trade 
deficit of 42,079,000 francs with the 
United States in the 1954 period, 
compared with an export surplus of 
75,175,000 francs during the first 
5 months of last year. 


Most Industries Thrive 


With the exception of watch manu- 
facturers, all major Swiss export in- 
dustries during the first 5 months of 
1954 did as well as or better than they 
did in the corresponding period of the 
preceding year. Machinery export 
sales totaled 430 million francs—up 
from 412 million in the first 5 months 
of 1953; instruments, 141 million 

 francs—130 million francs; pharma- 
ceuticals, 142 million francs—129 mil- 
lion francs; industrial chemicals, 52 
million francs—41 million francs; cot- 
ton cloth, 85 million francs—75 mil- 
lion francs; embroidery, 45 million 
francs—39 million francs; and cheese, 
43 million francs—36 million francs. 

On the other hand, horological 
product exports dropped from 407 
million francs in the January-May 
1953 period to 374 million in the like 
months of 1954. Although exports 
of most Swiss textile products in- 
creased, several segments of that in- 
dustry experienced moderately lower 
foreign sales. 

Among the major Swiss industries 
which increased significantly their 
raw-material imports were the metal- 
lurgical, chemical, construction, and 
some textile firms. The import rise 
was attributed partly to increased in- 
dustrial stockpiling. 

Price levels continued stable 
throughout the first 5 months of this 
year and rose slightly in June. The 





wholesale-price index stood at 214.9 
(August 1939=—100) in June, com- 
pared with 213.2 a year earlier. The 
cost-of-living index reached 170.5 
(August 1939 = 100), less than a point 
above June 1953. 


Labor Shortage Relieved 


The labor market continued tight. 
Only 2,195 persons were listed as un- 
employed at the end of May com- 
pared with 1,937 a year before, and 
employment offers totaled 5,885, 
about 20 percent more than a year 
ago. The labor shortage was relieved 
to a small extent by employing work- 
ers from abroad. The Swiss cantonal 
authorities issued 90,000 work per- 
mits to foreign personnel in the first 
5 months of 1954, compared with 78,- 
000 for the like period of 1953. 


The Federal Assembly approved in 
June continuation of Swiss partici- 
pation in the European Payments 
Union. The Swiss generally recognize 
that the EPU and the trade-liberaliza- 
tion program of the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation have 
contributed considerably to Switzer- 
land’s postwar prosperity. Besides 
helping to create conditions under 
which Swiss exports have reached rec- 
ord levels, these organizations also 
are credited with having enabled the 
Swiss to increase receipts from tour- 
ist trade, banking, insurance, licens- 
ing arrangements, and other invisi- 
bles. The Swiss Confederation 
President has pointed out that the 
number of nights that nationals of 
OEEC countries have spent in Swiss 
hotels increased by 60 percent from 
1950 to 1953, while tourists from other 
countries increased only 17 percent. 


Foreign Bonds Popular 
In the capital market, Swiss invest- 
ers continued to prefer the relatively 
attractive yields available from for- 
eign bonds. The 4%4-percent, 25-mil- 





Ethiopian Mining Board 
To Control Concessions 


Ethiopia has delegated administra- 
tive supervision and control over all 
mineral concessions, including exist- 
ing concessions, to the Imperial Min- 
ing Board, an agency of the Ministry 
of Finance. 


Supervisory powers formerly were 
exercised by various Ministers or de- 
partments of the Government.—-Ethi- 
opian Herald, Addis Ababa. 


——_ 


lion-franc bond issue of the West 
Rand Investment Trust, which con- 
trols gold and uranium mines in South 
Africa, was oversubscribed in June. 
Swiss investors have responded less 
enthusiastically to several recent of- 
ferings of Swiss firms bearing 234-per- 
cent coupons and priced to yield about 
2% percent. 

The Swiss Minister of Finance 
stressed in an address the repercus- 
sions of the low domestic interest 
rates on Government finances and the 
problems such rates create for in- 
surance companies, pension funds, 
and other investors. He pointed out 
that although the Swiss Government 
has a revenue surplus and is there- 
fore in a position to redeem its debts 
it must refrain from doing so in order 
to support the capital market. For 
this reason, he stated, the Swiss Gov- 
ernment converted rather than re- 
paid a 320-million-franc loan which 
recently matured. 


Prospects for a bumper cereal crop 
were reduced in June by unusually 
heavy rainfall, but the outlook for 
the potato crop is considered excellent. 
The principal fruit crops—apples and 
pears—are expected to be large, al- 
though the fruit may be small in size. 

A reduction in livestock and meat 
supplies offered for sale appears to 
have stabilized prices of these items 
after a 2-year period of uncertainty. 
Dairy production continues relatively 
high, and stocks of cheese and butter 
have been reduced.—_Emb., Bern. 





New Bolivian Bank 


Begins Operations 


Operations of the Banco Popular 
Colombo-Boliviano in Bolivia were 
initiated formally in La Paz on July 
17. A Supreme Government resolution 
issued May 6 provided that the Banco 
Popular Colombo-Boliviano could be- 
gin operations with an initial capital 
investment of 200 million bolivianos. 
It also permitted the bank to import 
office machinery up to the amount of 
$25,000 free of import duties and ex- 
cise taxes. 


Approximately 60 percent of the 
bank’s credit will be reserved for 
small- and medium-sized industry 
and handicrafts and the balance for 
private individuals and small shop- 
keepers. Interest rates probably will 
vary between 10 and 12 percent, de- 
pending on the nature of the loan, 
and, 4 percent will be paid on savings 
deposits. A branch, to be opened in 
Santa Cruz, will specialize in loans to 
small- and medium-sized farmers, 
and to agricultural industries —Emb., 
La Paz.. 





U. S. imports from Guatemala to- 
taled $63,284,000 in 1953, compared 
with $64,362,000 in 1952. 
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In arrangements involving collec- 
tive-bargaining agreements, the bene- 
fits were made retroactive to March 1, 
1954, when the 1952 contracts expired. 
The new agreements will run for 2 
years. 

Overall industrial production de- 
creased during the second quarter as 
a reflection of disturbances accom- 
panying wage negotiations. Metallur- 
gical industries, including those 
branches producing various types of 
mechanical and electrical goods, suf- 
fered severely from an 18-day strike. 
Slowdown tactics were general among 
other industries. 


Textile producers and distributors 
were handicapped until the end of 
June by the rigid price controls im- 
posed last December, which rolled 
back maximum prices to November 
1952. Price relief was granted on 
June 26. Under the new regulations 
producers and dealers could choose 
two consecutive or alternate months 
from November 1952 to December 1953 
as a base period for pricing. 


Textile business has become brisk. 
Chemical sales and production im- 
proved during the first 6 months of 
1954 as compared with the like period 
last year. The improvement was due 
to better demand by chemical con- 
suming industries, such as paper, 
textiles, and rubber. Drugs and phar- 
maceuticals also showed a marked 
business improvement, largely because 
of the improvement in available im- 
ported materials. 


The rubber industry was one of 
those hard hit by labor difficulties, 
slowdowns affecting two tire factories 
and other rubber goods plants for the 
better part of 2 months. Production, 
however, has now climbed toward 
capacity. Tire sales rose sharply in 
the first 3 months and continued high 
during the second quarter. 

Cement producers were ordered late 
in May to reduce output and sales to 
one-half of their January-April 
average. Local production added to 
heavy imports by IAPI (Argentina 
Trade Promotion Institute) from 
various European countries brought 
supplies in excess of demand. Award- 
ing of contracts for public works con- 
tinued to rise, but actual construction, 
both public and private, was some- 
what lower in the second 3 months 
of 1954 than in previous quarters. 


Living Costs Move Upward 


An unofficial index of cost of hous- 
ing for industrial workers in Buenos 
Aires, which had risen very slightly 
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in the preceding 12 months, rose 2.4 
percent from mid-May to mid-June. 
This rise represented the first effect 
of the increased purchasing power 
following the widespread wage in- 
creases. The index for June 1954 was 
571 compared with 543 in June 1953. 


Proposals for new foreign capital 
investments to develop Argentina’s 
petroleum resources, which continue 
to be a prime consideration of the 
Government’s policy, have been sub- 
mitted by American interests. Con- 
siderable publicity was given to a pro- 
posal made to the Government early 
in June by an American group which 
seeks a 25-year contract with the 
State oilfields (YPF) to develop fields 
in the western part of the country. A 
pipeline to the seaboard is included 
in this proposal. 


A separate plan calls for the forma- 
tion of an investment company to 
utilize the accumulated profits of 
American concerns and other blocked 
funds for reinvestment in Argentine 
industry. Meanwhile other large oil 
interests have been negotiating with 
the Government for large-scale oil- 
field development. 


The first two investments under Ar- 
gentina’s foreign investment law 
passed in August 1953 were authorized 
in June. The first is a German invest- 
ment for the manufacture of aniline 
dyes in association with an Argentine 
concern. The other is a Venezuelan 
firm’s investment for well surveying 
and petroleum geophysical work in 
Argentina. 


Farm Output Declines 


Agricultural production in general 
for 1953-54, though showing good 
yields, has been lower than in the 
preceding crop year, when yields were 
excellent. The corn harvest has been 
delayed by bad weather and probably 
will total 5 million metric tons, or 
——y less than earlier fore- 
casts. 


The sunflower crop was disappoint- 
ing at 300,000 tons; oil yield at 70,000 
tons is only slightly more than one- 
half that in the preceding year. 
Tung-crop estimates indicate a small- 
er harvest. On the other hand, new 
records for rice, of 215,000 tons, and 
for Virginia-type tobacco are excep- 
tions to the general condition. 


Fall and winter rains in all zones 
have completely reconditioned the 
soil from its very unfavorable state 
after the 1950 and 1951 droughts. 
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Argentine Workers Get Wage Increase 


Wage increases were granted to most industrial, commercial, and gov- 
ernmental workers in Argentina during May and June. 

The increases, including fringe benefits, probably will average 15 per- 
cent. Similar increases for other workers are expected to follow, thus 
settling the most pressing domestic issue confronting the country. 


Crops and pastures are considered 
exceptionally good. 

The sharp change in export pros- 
pects was the outstanding agricultural 
development of the second quarter. 
The signing of a new agreement with 
Brazil, shipments under other bilat- 
eral agreements, and speculation pur- 
chases of over 400,000 tons by a group 
of commercial houses lowered Argen- 
tina’s uncommitted wheat supplies to 
a point where IAPI (Argentine Trade 
Promotion Institute) temporarily 
stopped offering wheat for sale. IAPI 
withdrew all grains from sale at the 
end of June, and only corn was ex- 
pected to be opened again after in- 
terior transport improved. 

Meat and wool exports continued at 
about the first-quarter levels, al- 
though wool exports were much below 
the 1953 second quarter. Cotton ex- 
ports were high and probably will 
run 50 percent over the 20,000 tons 
shipped during the preceding season. 

The current marketing year prob- 
ably will leave Argentina with smaller 
stocks of many agricultural products 
than were on hand a year earlier and 
consequently the only major export- 
ing country not forced to carry large 
surpluses into the next marketing 
year. 


Trade Agreements Negotiated 


Negotiations for replacing old and 
expired trade agreements with the 
United Kingdom and Germany were 
begun in June. The agreement con- 
cluded with Brazil in June calls for 
trade of $140 million a year each way. 
Agreements also were concluded in the 
quarter with the Netherlands and 
Colombia, and various barter ex- 
changes were arranged with other 
countries under the provisions of 
existing agreements. 


Argentina’s current oversea receipt 
and payment account for 1953 re- 
sulted in a surplus equivalent to some 
$300 million. As a result, gold, dollar, 
and sterling reserves, which had 
dropped in 1952, were replenished and 
a great part of the indebtedness to 
various countries that had accrued 
under trade and payments agreements 
was reduced. 

This surplus position continued in 
the first quarter of 1954, but at the 
reduced rate of $40 million or about 
half that for the like period in 1953. 
Receipts and payments appear to 
have balanced during the second 
quarter of 1954.—Emb., Buenos Aires. 





Coffee, the principal U. S. import 
from Guatemala, accounted for 84 
percent of total imports from that 
country in 1953. Other commodities, 
in order of importance, were bananas, 
abaca or manila fiber, cocoa or cacao 
beans, and lumber. 


7 
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lraqi Business Picks Up After 
Depression Caused by Floods 


Iraq recovered partially during the second quarter of 1954 from the 
serious March-May floods, and business picked up in June after having 
been depressed during the preceding 2 months. 

Numerous changes of Cabinet and other Government officials during 
the quarter, as well as the new Parliament’s failure to convene, led to 


generally unsettled conditions politi- 
cally. 

Concern over the flood which began 
late in March was centered on the 
Baghdad area during most of April. 
The city escaped serious damage, but 
the continued high water on its east- 
ern emergency levee necessitated pro- 
longed vigilance. 

The danger had shifted to southern 
Iraq by the end of April as the flood- 
water reached that area. Consider- 
able losses were reported in the dis- 
trict between the junction of the Tig- 
ris and Euphrates Rivers and Basra, 
but the city itself was not harmed, 
though extensive damage to young 
date trees was reported. 

All danger from the floods was over 
by the end of May, but the floodwaters 
remained high in many areas and im- 
peded rehabilitation. 

The April official estimate of total 
damage of $80 million had not been 
revised up to the end of June, but 
apparently losses will be smaller than 
originally anticipated. Damage was 
clearly heavy, especially in agriculture 
and transportation, but the economy 
was not critically injured. Agriculture 
is expected to recover by the end of 
the 1955 crop year, except for repair- 
ing irrigation systems, which may take 
longer. Many of the roads destroyed 
had been in disrepair at the time of 
the flood and needed to be recon- 
structed. 


Compensation Granted 

Government committees were estab- 
lished late in May to make a prelimi- 
nary survey and to grant individuals 
30- to 50-percent compensation to fa- 
cilitate rapid rehabilitation. The Gov- 
ernment appropriated 2 million Iraqi 
dinars, or $5.6 million (1 Iraqi dinar— 
US$2.80) for such compensation. On 
the whole it seemed that some benefits 
might result from the flood if basic 
improvements were made in agricul- 
ture, housing, and transportation, but 
the Government’s unsettled state de- 
terred execution of a vigorous, overall 
rehabilitation program. 

Political conditions, unsettled by the 
resignation of the first Jamali govern- 
ment on March 8, became more uncer- 
tain on April 29, with the resignation 
of the second Jamali government and 
the dissolution of Parliament. A care- 
taker government was appointed, and 
election of a new Parliament sched- 
uled for June 9. However, no single 
political party obtained a clear-cut 





majority in the elections, indicating 
that a working coalition would have 
to be formed and exterding the life 
of the interim government longer 
than originally expected. The new 
Parliament’s failure to convene until 
July 26 and the additional unsettling 
factor of numerous changes of Cabinet 
and other Government officials de- 
layed action on important matters. 

Business in the Baghdad area in 
April and May was thus depressed by 
the flood, political conditions, and 
Ramadhan, the month-long period of 
Moslem fasting, which began on May 
4. Wholesale and retail sales con- 
tinued through April at the low March 
level, influenced by the prolonged gen- 
eral concern over the floods, the in- 
terruption of transportation, and the 
paralysis of the building industry with 
the inundation of the brick and ce- 
ment plants. 

Retail sales picked up during the 
latter half of May, but wholesale 
trade remained low, being aggravated 
further by a substantial drop in Japa- 
nese wholesale prices of cotton and 
rayon textiles. Following the restora- 
tion of Baghdad-Basra rail service on 
May 31 and the elections on June 9 
business resumed near-normal pro- 
portions for the season. A good early 
summer demand for air-conditioning 
and refrigeration equipment reflected 
the expanding Iraqi market for such 
products. 

The economic development program 
moved ahead; bids were.invited for 
the following projects: The Diyala 
River diversion tunnel for the con- 
struction of the Derbendi Khan Dam 
in northeast Iraq, part of the Diyala 
River flood control and irrigation 
project, and for the construction of a 
highway bridge over the Lesser Zab 
River at Taqtaq; reconstruction of the 
57-kilometer Falujah-Baghdad high- 
way, which had deteriorated under 
heavy traffic; construction of the 80- 
kilometer Mashahida-Samarra road, a 
section of the Baghdad-Mosul trunk 
highway; and construction of a new 
highway bridge at Mosul. The De- 
velopment Board also decided to invite 
bids for the Gharraf irrigation and 
Hilla Canal projects as soon as blue 
prints were completed. 

A Development Board contract for 
769,468 Iraqi dinars, or $154,310, was 
awarded in May to a U. S. firm for 
150 water wells to be drilled primarily 
in the north, part of a program to 
provide water for drinking, livestock, 


——. 


and irrigation in areas which depend 
solely on rainfall, river water being 
inaccessible. The board let a contract 
in June to a British concern for a 
soil classification study and for the 
preparation of plans for the irrigation 
projects of the Dokan flood contro] 
and irrigation program. It also 
awarded to a French company a con- 
tract for 2,133,000 Iraqi dinars, or 
$5,922,400, to install machinery and 
equipment in the Mosul cotton textile 
spinning, weaving, and finishing mill. 

The Iraq Governrient allocated in 
May 518,800 Iraqi dinars to the Iraqi 
State Railways for capital expendi- 
tures in the fiscal year 1954-55; 823 - 
000 dinars for the port of Basra, and 
347,500 for the Fao Bar dredging 
scheme for improvements in 1954-55, 


Budget Passage Delayed 


The Council of Ministers approved 
@ 1954-55 expenditure budget of 
53,919,987 Iraqi dinars in April, and 
Parliament authorized interim fiscal 
operations for April and May, pend- 
ing passage of the budget. However, 
budget action was delayed by the 
Parliament’s dissolution on April 29, 
and the Government continued opera- 
tions under interim budget procedures, 
authorizing monthly expenditures at 
the rate of one-twelfth of the 1953- 
54 national budget. By ordinances 
issued in May, the 1953-54 national 
budget was increased to 55,620,584 
Iraqi dinars, first by 2,000,000 dinars 
for flood relief and later by 2,393,000 
dinars for sundry reasons. 

The major expansion and improve- 
ment of the Baghdad-West Airport 
was deferred in May in favor of the 
construction of an entirely new air- 
port in a different location. The 
Baghdad-West site is not considered 
adequate for expansion. 

At the end of the quarter the out- 
look was very favorable for production 
of the principal grain crops—barley, 
wheat, and rice—and for wool and 
tobacco. In each case, 1954 production 
was expected to equal or surpass the 
high 1953 levels. On the other hand, 
it was anticipated that flood losses 
would result in a slight drop in date 
production and a significant decrease 
in cotton output. Food production 
was expected to be more than ace- 
quate for domestic consumption in 
1954.—_Emb., Baghdad. 





Motor vehicle registration in Malaya 
on June 30, 1954, with figures for De- 
cember 31, 1953, shown in parentheses, 
was as follows: 

Passenger cars, 48,400 (47,111) ; taxi- 
cabs, 3,306 (3,258) ; trucks, 18,741 (18,- 
562) ; buses, 2,039 (1,993); and motor- 
cycles, 18,007 (17,753). 

Of the vehicles ‘n operation, 4 pas- 
senger cars, 13 taxicabs, 1,524 trucks, 
and 1,096 buses were equipped for use 
of diesel or fuel other than gasoline. — 
Cons., Kuala Lumpur. 
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Ceylon Plans for New 


Economic Projects 


Economic development planning is 
the most significant aspect of the 
new Ceylon budget as presented on 
July 8 by the Minister of Finance. 
Total expenditures of 452 million 
rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21) are pro- 
vided for, as compared with 412 mil- 
lion rupees spent in 1953-54. 


Of this total, 78.9 percent is ear- 
marked for economic projects, em- 
phasis being placed on public utilities, 
irrigation schemes, and agricultural 
development. These projects are 
planned to take place without the 
introduction of inflationary measures. 


Other measures are proposed for an 
increase in credit facilities to finance 
food production and distribution as 
well as to provide capital for new 
industries. 


As a result of higher estimated rev- 
enues, lower expenditures chargeable 
to revenues, and reduced loan fund 
expenditures, a small overall surplus 
of 14 million rupees is foreseen for 
1954-55 in contrast to the overall defi- 
cit of 51 million rupees in the revised 
1953-54 estimates. 

No new taxes are planned, but a 
Commission of Inquiry is projected to 
review the tax situation and consider 
tax concessions for encouraging pri- 
vate investments. 

The Government’s general financial 
position is good according to the 
budget, although the cash operating 
surplus quoted at 69 million rupees 
for 1954-55 is actually overvalued, 
since it is influenced by such tem- 
porary factors as the payment defer- 
ment on rice purchases from Burma 
and China. Nevertheless, the Gov- 
ernment’s rupee indebtedness was re- 
duced by 119.5 million rupees in the 8 
months ended May 1954. 





Norway Circulates New Note 


The Bank of Norway has placed in 
circulation a new 10-kroner note (1 
kroner=US$0.14) of the fourth issue. 

Notes of the third issue, in circula- 
tion since September 9, 1945, are still 
legal tender but are being destroyed 
as they are turned into the Norges 
Bank in Oslo and its branches. A 
decision as to when the third issue 
will cease to be legal tender has not 
yet been made and may not be taken 
for at least a year.—Emb., Oslo. 





U. S. imports from Algeria consist 
mainly of cork and manufactures, 
Which were valued at $1,988,000 in 
1953. Other imports of some impor- 
tance from Algeria were zinc ores, iron 
ores, and byproducts of the wine in- 
dustry—argols, tartar, and wine lees. 


August 23, 1954 





Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland’s 
Economic Policy Dependent on Findings 


The economy of the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland will be af- 
fected greatly by the reports of sev- 
eral commissions whose findings are 
expected to be announced within the 
next few months. 


The reports include the budgets and 
development plans of all three terri- ' 
tories and cover the Tariff Commis- 
sion, the body to renegotiate the 
Southern Rhodesia-Union of South 
Africa Customs Agreement; the Na- 
tional Debt Apportionment Commit- 
tee; and, at a considerably later date, 
the body providing for a Central 
Bank. 


In addition, the consultants’ report 
on the major hydroelectric schemes 
will have far-reaching effects. The 
completion of the Southeast Railway 
link, two new copper mines, and a 
copper refinery, and reorganization of 
the Iron and Steel Commission com- 
bine to make the near future of un- 
precedented economic importance to 
Central Africa. 


Budget Data Incomplete 


Several official bodies either are 
meeting or will meet in the Federa- 
tion to negotiate concerning signifi- 
ant subjects. Until the results of 
these negotiations are published, any 
overall appraisal of the new State’s 
economic condition will be incom- 
plete. 


The major subjects under consid- 
eration at this time are set forth in 
the following paragraphs. The data 
on the expected progress will serve as 
a time table, within wide limits, of 
probable economic changes in the 
months to follow. 

The Federal budget was presented 
on June 29. The budgetary picture 
of the Federation will not be com- 
plete, however, until Northern Rho- 
desia, Nyasaland, and Southern Rho- 
desia have made known their budgets. 
According to the terms of present 
legislation, agreed upon following the 
recommendations of the Fiscal Com- 
mission which considered economic 
aspects of federation 2 years ago, the 
territories can levy additional reve- 
nue in the form of a surcharge on 
income tax in an amount necessary 
to balance their own budgets, but not 
exceeding 20 percent of that re- 
quired by the Federal Government. 

Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
will present their budgets soon. South- 
ern Rhodesia’s budget will be taken 
up by its territorial Parliament, which 
was to have met in Salisbury on 
July 20. 

Concomitant with the Federal 
budget, the Federation’s development 
plan for the 3-year period 1954-57 
was announced. Prior to the pres- 
entation of this plan, each territory 


had its own development plan, South- 
ern Rhodesia a 4-year plan and 
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
10-year plans. The Federal plan indi- 
cates the degree to which the Fed- 
eration will be responsible for those 
sections of the three territorial plans 
now considered a Federal responsi- 
bility. 

The recommendations of the Tariff 
Commission now sitting and expected 
to produce its report in October will 
be important to the Federation’s 
foreign trade. The customs and excise 
proposals outlined in the Finance 
Minister’s budget constituted a pre- 
liminary alinement of the tariffs 
existing in the three territories prior 
to the adoption of the Tariff Com- 
mission’s recommendations. 


The customs agreement between 
the Union of South Africa and South- 
ern Rhodesia will have to be rene- 
gotiated. Talks were scheduled to 
begin in July or August. Though they 
will have bearing on the Tariff Com- 
mission’s work, they are not expected 
to hold up the report’s -publication. 

Another commission whose recom- 
mendations have bearing on the Fed- 
eration’s fiscal structure is the 
Apportionment Committee, which is 
determining what portion of the three 
territories’ public debts will be as- 
sumed by the Federal Government. 
This committee’s recommendations 
are expected to be made public 
soon. The committee’s findings already 
have been allowed for in the Federal 
budget. 


Central Bank Planned 


A Central Bank for the Federation 
is envisaged. In addition to the finan- 
cial arrangements necessary, however, 
a bank building is to be constructed. 
The Central Bank will not be func- 
tioning for 2 years. 

The foremost other development 
is the decision to be made on a 
hydroelectric scheme at either Kariba 
Gorge or on the Kafue River. A 
further survey to determine the more 
desirable project is being undertaken 
by French consultants. Once a deci- 
sion is made, however, the problem of 
financing still will remain to be solved. 
Negotiations with the International 
Bank presumably will be undertaken 
at that time. 

Completion of the railway from 
Bannockburn to Lourenco Marques, 
scheduled for late 1955, will have 
tremendous significance on the Fed- 
eration’s development. The Federa- 
tion probably could work toward com- 
pletion of its hydroelectric scheme 
only at a snail’s pace were the rail- 
road’s overburdened situation to con- 
tinue. 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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Mexico Adjusts. . . 
Continued from Page 4) 


imported to supply northern and west- 
ern coastal markets were especially 
severe. A limited gasoline price in- 
crease in those areas was authorized 
in July but selling prices were still far 
below those prevailing in the United 
States. 

Petroleum production was reported 
holding up well at about 235,000 
barrels of crude oil a day. Exports 
of crude oil or residual products 
amounted to 50,000 barrels a day. 


Transport, Utility Rates Frozen 

The Mexican railways are suffering 
heavily from peso devaluation because 
their rates are frozen. Nevertheless, 
National Railways has announced that 
as a contribution to national stability 
it will not increase its rates. It will 
have to increase wages by about 10 
percent and therefore will require 
continued assistance from the Na- 
tional Treasury. 

The power companies, in common 
with other utilities having frozen 
rates, also are suffering from peso 
devaluation. A small measure of re- 
lief in the form of higher rates was 
given to companies operating along 
the northern border, which purchase 
energy from American sources, but 
in other areas no rate adjustments 
had been authorized by the end of 
June. 


Agricultural Prospects Bright 


Agricultural production was greatly 
improved and at the end of the second 
quarter gave promise of being the 
best in many years. The 1954 cotton 
crop is expected to reach 1.4 million 
bales and coffee production, 1.7 mil- 
lion bags, both of which would be 


mew production records and exports 


would be large. Record wheat and 
sugar crops also have been harvested 
and the early season outlook is fa- 
vorable for larger production of corn 
and beans. 


The only agricultural sectors con- 
tinuing in a depressed state are the 
northern Mexico cattle-raising areas 
and the Yucatan Peninsula, where 
the henequen industry is the principal 
economic activity. 

The unfavorable imbalance in mer- 
chandise trade in the first 5 months 
of 1954 was 1,050.9 million pesos, com- 
pared with an unfavorable balance 
of 330 million pesos in the similar 
period of 1953 (1 peso—US$0.08). This 
increase was due almost entirely to 
an increase in value of imports, as 
exports, in peso terms, did not decline 
significantly. In May alone excess of 
imports over exports was about 500 
million pesos, principally because of 
large imports of luxury items ordered 
in April and May in anticipation of 
enactment of import controls. 


The unfavorable balance on current 
account also increased in the first 4 
months of 1954, to $25.4 million, when 
income amounted to $320.2 million 
and expenditures to $345.6 million. 
In the similar period of 1953 a favor- 
able balance of $16 million obtained. 


The value of exports, in dollar 
terms, declined sharply in April prin- 
cipally because of a seasonal slow- 
down in exports. Export dollar re- 
ceipts for the entire 4 months, how- 
ever, were only slightly below those 
of 1953. 

The effects of devaluation do not 
show up in the trade figures of the 
first 4 months, as it did not take place 
until the latter part of April. A 
part of the decline in receipts on 
current account in 1954 undoubtedly 
was the lagging tourist business, whose 
receipts were 2 to 3 percent below 
those of 1953. 

The Government on June 4 took 
steps to reduce sharply so-called un- 
necessary imports. Ad valorem rates 
of many luxury items were increased 
to as much as 75 or 100 percent. 
Items affected were also placed under 
import control (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 21, 1954, p. 11; July 5, 
1954, p. 14). 


Increased Earnings Forecast 


Export earnings from agricultural 
surpluses, minerals, and increased 
sales of manufactured goods should be 
considerably greater in the next 6 
months than in the corresponding 
period of 1953. 


On the import side devaluation un- 
doubtedly will temporarily reduce 
many classes of imports because of 
increased dollar prices. Moreover, 
Mexico’s current drive to become self- 
sufficient in foodstuffs is now show- 
ing results. For example, the wheat 
crop, estimated at 800,000 tons, should 
make Mexico almost self-sufficient in 
wheat this year. Much of the trade 
imbalance in 1953 was due to the 
necessity of importing large amounts 
of wheat and corn, and in 1952 wheat 
was Mexico’s largest import by value. 
Reductions are anticipated also in 
other foodstuff imports. 


No marked reaction to the devalua- 
tion has been noticed in the tourist 
trade. However, the flow of incoming 
tourists is expected to increase later 
this year provided internal prices do 
not rise sufficiently to offset the ad- 
vantage to dollar travelers of the 
45-percent increase in the value of the 
dollar. 

The principal concern of the Ad- 
ministration in the next 6 months 
will be to maintain wage, as well as 
price, stability. Mexico’s wage cost is 
roughly estimated to run close to 40 
percent, and optimistic forecasts are 
that after the postdevaluation wage 
increases have exerted their influence 
on prices, another price increase of 


roughly 6 to 8 percent will take place. 
Some sources predict that the price 
increase will reach a level 15 to 20 
percent above the general level ob- 
tained immediately before devalua- 
tion. 


The mining industry, being a rela- 
tively “frozen industry” because of 
the impracticability of rapidly in- 
creasing or decreasing production, 
probably will see little or no change in 
production or exports. Petroleum pro- 
duction is expected to remain between 
225,000 and 235,000 barrels of crude 
a day, 45,000 to 55,000 barrels of which 
will be exported. 


Manufacturing activity is expected 
to increase toward the end of the 
year. Wholesale and retail sales un- 
doubtedly will pick up, and the out- 
look for increased agricultural pro- 
duction is better than it has been for 
several years. 


The principal problem now facing 
the Administration seems to be to 
reestablish the confidence of both 
local businessmen and potential for- 
eign investors in the country’s eco- 
nomic stability. 


Mexican officials have reiterated 
their belief that the 12.50 peso rate 
can be defended in present economic 
circumstances. 


Decisive moves have been taken to 
restrict unnecessary imports. 


The President has affirmed Mexico’s 
continued commitment to a freely con- 
vertible peso and to a policy of en- 
couraging foreign loans in Mexico. 
He has stated also that the agricul- 
tural development program, designed 
to make Mexico self-sufficient in 
foodstuffs, will be continued. 


No prospective tax increases have 
been announced by the Government, 
but the public is informed that the 

~Bank of Mexico stands ready to limit 
credit increases by private commer- 
cial banks if necessary. Credit-grant- 
ing power has already been severely 
reduced by the decline in deposits 
since devaluation, but beginning with 
the third quarter of the year the bal- 
ance of payments is expected to turn 
sharply favorable and deposits may be 
expected to increase. Any return of 
dollars now being held outside the 
country also would provide commer- 
cial banks with new lendable funds.— 
Emb., Mexico. 





Motor vehicles in operation in In- 
donesia on January 1 totaled 164,327 
units, including 58,393 passenger cars, 
40,821 trucks, 9,176 buses, and 55,938 
motorcycles and motorbicycles, ac- 
cording to the Indonesian Motor Club. 


Over 25 percent of the vehicles are 
in the nation’s capital, Djakarta. 

The total of 164,327 units compares 
with 88,067 units at the end of 1941, 
91,462 in 1951, and 117,675 in 1952— 
Emb., Djakarta. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








Tariff Hearings Set 
On Hardboard 


Public hearings will be opened 
on December 7 by the U. S. Tar- 
iff Commission under its general 
investigation regarding the 
hardwood industry and trade 
and the proper tariff classifica- 
tion of that commodity. 

The investigation was insti- 
tuted in accordance with a reso- 
lution by the Senate Finance 
Committee of August 9. The 
resolution was adopted in lieu of 
action on H. R..9666, which had 
passed the House and which 
proposed to make a sharp in- 
crease in the current import 
duty on hardboard by changing 
the tariff classification under 
which it would be assessed. 

The Tariff Commission is to 
operate under its general inves- 
tigatory authority (section 332 
of the Tariff Act of 1930) and to 
present its report by February 
28, 1955. 

Interested parties desiring to 
appear at the hearings should 
give advance notice in writing 
to the Secretary of the Tariff 
Commission, 8th and E Streets 
NW., Washington 25, D. C. 











Most Metal Scrap Continues 
Duty Free Under New Bill 


Duty-free importation of most metal 
scrap would be extended to June 30, 
1955, under H. R. 8155, which was 
passed by both Houses of Congress 
and sent to the President for signature 
on August 11. 


The duty suspension does not apply 
to imports of lead and zinc scrap, 
except for zinc scrap purchased 
under written contract entered into 
before July 1, 1954. The question: of 
the tariff treatment of lead and zinc 
generally has been the subject of an 
“escape clause” investigation by the 
Tariff Commission. 

The bill also provides that it is not 
to contravene Public Law 38 of the 
824 Congress, which provides that 
copper scrap may enter duty free 
only so long as the domestic price for 
electrolytic copper remains above 24 
cents a pound. 





The world lemon crop in 1953 was 

33 million boxes, 4 million boxes 
larger than in 1952 and about 10 
million boxes larger than the prewar 
average, the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture reports. 


U. S. imports from Tunisia in 1953 
totaled $1,109,000, compared with $1,- 
055,000 im 1952. 


Augtst 23, 1954 








Second Customs Simplification 
Act Passed, Sent to President 


The U. 8. Senate and House of Representatives have agreed on the 
provisions of the Customs Simplification Act of 1954 and sent it to the 
President for signature on August 16. 

A further step in the program of simplifying the U. S. customs sys- 
tem, the measure implements certain of the President’s recommenda- 


tions on this subject in his March 30 
message to the Congress. 

The original bill (H. R. 9476) was 
introduced in the House by Represen- 
tative John W. Byrnes on June 8. 

After hearings by the House Ways 
and Means Committee, the bill was 
passed in final form as H. R. 10009, 
consisting of five substantive sections 
or “titles” dealing with the following 
topics: 

eReview of customs tariff schedules. 

eTariff classification of unenu- 
merated articles, and treatment of 
metal products returned. 

eAmendments to the Antidumping 
Act. 

eImportations from insular posses- 
sions. 

eCustoms 
sions. 


Tariff Schedules To Be Reviewed 


The leading feature of the legisla- 
tion is the direction to the U. S. Tariff 
Commission to proceed promptly to 
make a complete study of all provi- 
sions of law under which imported ar- 
ticles may be classified for tariff pur- 
poses. The objective is to prepare a 
revision and consolidation of those 
provisions which, to the extent prac- 
ticable, will be logical in arrangement 
and terminology,\and adapted to the 
changes which have occurred since 
1930 in the character and importance 
of articles produced in, and imported 
into, the United States; eliminate 
anomalies and illogical results in the 
classification of articles; and simplify 
the determination and application of 
tariff classifications. 

The Commission shall seek to ac- 
complish the stated purposes without 
suggesting changes in the rates of 
duty on individual products. If the 
Commission judges that any inciden- 
tal changes in rates are necessary to 
accomplish these purposes, however, 
an opportunity for public hearing 
shall first be given, and a statement 
prepared as to the probable effect on 
domestic industry. 

The Tariff Commission is to trans- 
mit its proposed revised schedules, 
and the accompanying statements on 
which any proposed changes are 
based, to the President and to the 
Chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee and the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee within 2 years. As 
a preliminary step, the Commission 
is directed to make a progress report 


administrative provi- 





by March 15, 1955, which shall indi- 
cate the significant existing com- 
plexities of tariff classification that 
have been developed, and suggest 
“standards and methods which might 
be adopted for a simplification of ex- 
isting tariff schedules without signifi- 
cant changes in tariff levels. 


The bill as approved by the House, 
and further modified by the Senate, 
simply directs the Tariff Commission 
to begin immediately a study of the 
customs tariff schedules and classifi- 
cations, with a view to the specified 
objectives, but without providing at 
this time how or by whom such a 
revision is to be put into effect. 


Rules Set for Unnamed Items 


Imported articles: not specifically 
enumerated in the Tariff Act of 1930 
have hitherto been dutiable under 
general basket provisions in para- 
graph 1558 of that act, with limited 
provisions (in paragraph 1559) for 
special treatment of any such articles 
which are sufficiently similar to an 
enumerated article which is subject 
to duty, or which is composed of two 
or more materials for which rates of 
duty are prescribed. 

Under the amended law, the special 
treatment provision for unenumerated 
articles composed of two or more du- 
tiable materials is repealed, and the 
provision for classification by simili- 
tude is revised to change the criteria 
for such classification from material, 
quality, texture, or use to use only. 
If the unenumerated article is equally 
similar to two or more enumerated 
dutiable articles as to use, similarity 
in material shall then govern. 


Returned Metal Items Covered 


Manufactures of nonprecious 
metals exported for further inter- 
mediary processing abroad, and re- 
turned to the United States for finish- 
ing, shall pay duty only on the cost 
of the processing done in the foreign 
country. Such products previously 
were subject to duty on the full value 
of the articles at the time of reimpor- 
tation. 

This provision was not in the orig- 
inal Byrnes bill. It is one of the three 
sections of the second Jenkins bill 
(H. R. 6584), which was passed by 
the House before the close of the first 
session of this Congress to reembody 


(Continued on Page 19) 


1 


Nn oe Se 


NS aint aaa 


et 
Re PET & 
. : 








CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 









India Raises Some Import Quotas 


India has increased its import quo- 
tas for about 60 commodities from all 
sources for the period July-December, 
under a new policy somewhat more 
liberal than that for the first half of 
the year. 

Quotas are reduced for about 38 
items, whereas for most of the items 
listed in the schedule the quotas re- 
main unchanged from the January- 
June period. 

The new liberalized policy not only 
raises quotas for established import- 
ers, but also increases the number of 
items which may be imported by 
“newcomers” and by consumers. 


U. S. To Benefit Slightly 


U. S. exporters appear to benefit 
only slightly, however, as the quota 
increases for dollar-area imports are 
nearly offset by the number of items 
for which quotas are lowered. 

Larger quotas are set for the follow- 
ing dollar-area items: 


Unwrought brass, bronze and aluminum, 
industrial exhaust fans and blowers, centrif- 
ugal pumps with delivery outlet of over 
6-inch diameter, some machinery parts, ma- 
chine cloth, optical instruments, and appara- 
tuses and appliances. 


An important change of benefit to 
the leather-belting industry is that 
for the first time Indian importers of 
leather belting are permitted to use 
up to 20 percent of the face value of 
their soft-currency licenses for im- 
ports from the dollar area in addition 
to their separate dollar-area quotas of 
20 percent of base-year imports. A 
similar feature applicable to domestic 
refrigerators was introduced in Jan- 
uary. 

Items formerly not importable from 
the dollar area but now permitted in 


small quantities include: 


Tools and cutters tipped with tungsten car- 
bide, machine saws, tube expanders, hand- 
saws, belt cement, polyvinyl chloride plastic 
sheets, polyvinyl acetate, butyral, molding 
powders, and thermoplastic molding powders. 


Mexico To Control Import 
Of Gases, Bicycles, Parts 


Chlorine, nitrogen and argon gas, 
and bicycles and various parts and 
accessories therefor are added to 
Mexico’s list of items requiring prior 
import permits from the Ministry of 
Economy, by resolutions published and 
effective July 26. 

The Mexican import tariff classifi- 
cations affected are the following: 


6.13.00, Chlorine, nifrogen, and argon. 

9.55.50, Bicycles of all kinds except profés- 
sional racing models. 

9.56.94, Spare parts and repair parts of all 
kinds, not specified, for bicycles except thoge 
for professional racing bicycles. 

9.56.95, Baskets and package carriers for 
bicycles. 

9.56.96, Rims, chain covers, wheels, fenders, 
cut tubing for frames, and fender braces, for 


bicycles. 
—Diario Oficial, July 26, 1954. 
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Dollar-area quotas have been lower- 
ed for: 

Steel belt lacing, or the alligator type; high- 
tension insulators; peniciliin; streptomycin 
and salts; powdered dextrose in containers of 
1 pound or less; typewriters; X-ray developers 
and fixing salts; and agricultural machinery 
of the manual or animal-drawn type, includ- 
ing parts. 

Sodium salicylate and chloral hy- 
drate are removed from the dollar- 
area list. 


A number of commodities will re- 
main under open general license, 
which permits unlimited importation 
without individual license applications 
until September 30. 


Principal commodities in the open- 
general-license schedule are: 


Unwrought metals and alloys; railway 
springs; locomotive parts; roller and taper 
bearings; certain parts for diesel engines; 
electric generators; carbons and electrodes; 
flexible metal tubes; some drugs, medicines, 
and chemicals; unexposed cinema film; books; 
certain refractories; X-Ray film; tractor-drawn 
agricultural implements; power-driven agri- 
cultural machinery; laboratory electrical in- 
struments; electromedical apparatus; wder- 
ed dextrose in containers exceeding 1 pound 
in weight; and certain laboratory ware. 


Further information on the new 
Indian import policy is available from 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. 





Lebanon Increases Duties on 


Jam, Beer, Paint, Soap 


The Lebanese Government, in ac- 
cordance with its present policy of 
protecting national industry by rais- 
ing customs import tariffs rather than 
by prior import licensing, has removed 
various commodities from its list of 
items requiring prior licenses and at 
the same time has increased their 
duty rates. 


Items affected and their new duties, 
with former rates shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 


No. 142, Jam, jelly, marmalade, fruit paste, 
and mashed fruits: (b) Others, L4£0. per 
semigross kilogram (40 percent ad valorem). 

No. 152, Beer: (b) In bottles, L£50 per ID0 
liters (L£42). 

No. 308, Prepared colors of all kinds: (a) 
— ink, rate unchanged; (b) white paints, 
hard, percent ad valorem (25 percent); (c) 
ordinary oil paints, liquid, made of linseed 
oil, zinc oxide, and lithopone with or without 
mineral matters, colored or uncolored, 35 per- 
cent ad valorem (25 percent); (d) others, 25 
percent (same). 

No. 310, Varnishes, with an admixture of 
colors or coloring matters of any kind, con- 


centrated or not, 35 percent ad valorem (25 
percent). 


No. 320, Soap: (a) Soft soap and similar 
soap, including resin soap, L£35 and not under 
30 percent ad valorem per 100 kilograms 
(L£25 and not under 35 percent ad valorem); 
b) ordinary soap, in lumps, plates, or bars, 

£35 and not under 30 percent ad valorem 
per 100 kilo ( 5 and not under 25 
percent ad valorem); (d) toilet soap, L£90 
and not under 35 percent ad valorem (L£65 
and not under 35 percent ad valorem). 





Olive oil represented 45 percent of 
U. S. imports from Tunisia in 1953. 
Iron ore amounted to 19 percent of 
the total. 
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Detergents Duty Free 
In Mexico Free Zones 


Mexico now exempts from duty 
concentrated synthetic detergents in 
containers of over 20 kilograms im- 
ported into the free zone of Baja 
California and partial free zone of 
the State of Sonora by persons who 
can prove that the product is to be 
used as raw material in an established 
industry within the free zones. 

This exemption, granted by a 
Customs circular published and effec- 
tive July 19, modifies legislation that 
went into effect on March 26, 1952, 
subjecting all synthetic detergents to 
import duty in these free zones (Diario 
Oficial, July 19, 1954). 

Many changes have occurred since 
the list of items dutiable in the free 
zone of Baja California and partial 
free zone of the State of Sonora was 
last published (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Mar. 26, 1951, p. 18). 


Items now subject to import duties 
in those areas are the following: 


Prepared olives in any type of container. 

Storage batteries, whether for vehicles or 
other uses; mineral waters, natural or artifi- 
cial; brake linings of all kinds for automobiles 
and trucks. 

Nonalcoholic refreshing beverages; hand 
water pumps included under import classifi- 
cation No. 8.21.01; roasted and ground coffee 
in paper bags or cans. 

ooden boxes for soft drinks or for milk 
bottles, or for packing seafood, fruits, and 
vegetables of all kinds; wooden packing boxes, 
other kinds. 

Barley and malt; beer. 

Standard spring mattresses with cases of 
cotton or artificial fibers, and mattresses and 
bolsters of cotton, covered by classifications 


(Continued on Page 18) 





Peru Raises Charge on 


Invoice Forms 


The price of consular invoice 
forms and cargo manifest forms 
issued by Peruvian consuls 
abroad for use by firms export- 
ing merchandise to Peru is in- 
creased from US$0.10 to US$0.20 
a copy, by a Supreme decree of 
July 7, effective September 1. 

Until new forms are printed 
Peruvian consuls will affix a 10- 
cent consular stamp on each of 
the present forms to cover the 
difference—Emb., Lima. 


This change should be noted 
in Department of Commerce 
publication, Preparing Ship- 
ments to Peru, International 
Reference Service series, vol. 5, 
No. 47, March 1948. The proper 
entry under the heading Con- 
sular Fees, page 3, should read: 
“Consular-invoice forms, 20 
cents each; per set of four, 80 
cents.” 
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Ireland Sets Tire and 
Tube Quotas 


The Irish Goverment has es- 
tablished the following import 
quotas for tires and tubes in the 
period August 1, 1954-January 
31, 1955: 

Motor vehicle tires, 30,000; in- 
ner tubes for motor vehicle tires, 
20,000; bicycle and tricycle tires, 
50,000; and inner tubes for bi- 
cycle or tricycle tires, 25,000. 

In line with the growing de- 
mand in Ireland for these prod- 
ucts, the quotas established for 
each item are substantially 
higher than those in effect in 
the preceding quota period. 
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Syrian Permanent Tariff 
Items, Duties Changed 


Recent changes in the Syrian per- 
manent tariff include: 

eAddition of antituberculosis med- 
icines under tariff item No. 292-a-2, 
which is exempt from customs duties. 

eReclassification of paraaminosa- 
licytic acid and its extracts, formerly 
exempt from duty under tariff item 
No. 292-a-2, to tariff item No. 292-a-4, 
with a duty of 11 percent ad valorem. 

Addition of subsection b3 to tariff 
item No. 491 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 10, 1954, p. 12) to provide 
that: “Silver thread, where the length 
is 30,000 meters or more per kilogram,” 
is exempt from customs duty. 

eOn tariff item No. 510, “velvets 
and plushes, of wool,” the duty is 
increased from 30 percent to 50 per- 
cent ad valorem. 





Duties Raised on Various 


Items in Belgian Congo 


Import duties on some paper prod- 
ucts and copper chains and accessories 
have been raised in the Belgian Congo 
and Ruanda-Urundi, by Legislative 
Ordinance No. 33/176 of May 26, effec- 
tive the same day. 

Items affected, their new rates of 
duty in percent ad valorem, and old 
duties, shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


Printed cards for statistical machines, paper 
and paperboard for jacquard machines, 
diagram paper for recording apparatus, lino- 
type paperboard, and paperboard matrix for 
Packing eggs, 10 (5). 

Other articles of paper, pulp, paperboard, 
or cellulose wadding, 25 (20). 

Chains of all kinds, made of copper, 25 (20). 
3“ and fittings for copper chains, 


—Bulletin Administratif du Congo 
Belge, May 29, 1954. 





U. S. total imports from Indochina 
amounted to $16,675,000 in 1953, com- 
pared with $13,818,000 in 1952. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Brazil Budgets Foreign Exchange 


Convertible currency receipts as 
forecast in Brazil’s exchange budget 
for the second half of 1954, published 
in the Diario Oficial, amount to 
$460,000,000. Nonconvertible currency 
receipts are calculated at the equiv- 
alent of $582,622,000. 

Budgeted expenditures in convert- 
ible currencies include: 


e$142,535,000 for petroleum imports. 

e$72,351,000 for imports of Govern- 
ment entities. 

$16,008,000 for imports of newsprint 
and other press materials. 

$2,107,000 for printing paper. 

$4,290,000 for importation of books 
and periodicals. 

$2,540,000 for miscellaneous im- 
ports not subject to exchange auc- 
tions. 

$48,000,000 for imports to be made 
under exchange promise certificates 
acquired at auctions. 

A sum of $72,213,000 is set aside 
in the budget to meet exchange com- 
mitments falling due during the 
second half of 1954 on past auction 
sales of 120-day and longer term 
certificates. 

The $48 million allocated for im- 
port under the auction system is 
premised upon the sale of 120-day 
dollar certificates at the rate of $6 
millon a week in the first 8 weeks of 
the period. 


It is planned not to offer at auc- 
tion during the remainder of the year 
dollar certificates for less than 120- 
day delivery. Term certificates sold 
during the last 4 months of 1954 
therefore will fall due for exchange 
delivery only in 1955 and consequently 
are not considered in the July-De- 
cember 1954 budget. 





Lebanon Grants Free Entry 
To Reexport Commodities 


Lebanon now grants temporary 
duty-free entry for wiredrawn iron 
and steel imported for manufacture 
and export of the following products: 

Nails, screens, cables, hooks, barbed wire, 
doormats, dining room and kitchen utensils, 
desk and waste baskets, clips, fasteners, 
springs, chains, reinforced hemp ropes, and 
similar articles. 

Such imports will be subject to bond 
for presentation of export manifests 
or export declarations within a period 
of 6 months. Any surplus of imports 
over exports at the time of recon- 
ciliation of accounts will be subject to 
normal import duties. 

The authorization was granted by 
Administrative Order No. 38 published 
in the Official Gazette dated June 15, 
1954. 

This action was erroneously at- 
tributed to Egypt in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, August 16, 1954, page 
12. 


In publishing its exchange budget 
for the second half of 1954 Brazil 
has abandoned its customary pro- 
cedure under which such figures were 
reserved for official use only—Emb., 
Rio de Janerio. 





Brazil Installs New 


Export Bonus System 


Brazil on August 14 changed its 
export bonus system—a change which 
in effect permits exporters to retain 
20 percent of foreign exchange pro- 
ceeds derived from exports for disposal 
in the free market. 


Under the new procedure, put into 
effect by Superintendency of Money 
and Credit Instruction No. 99, export- 
ers, in addition to receiving the official 
rate of 18.36 cruzeiros to the dollar or 
its equivalent for foreign exchange 
derived from shipments abroad, will 
receive a bonus calculated as follows: 


eFor 80 percent of the value of 
exchange negotiated the bonus will 
continue to be 5 cruzeiros to the dollar 
or its equivalent for exports of coffee, 
and 10 cruzeiros for exports of other 
products. 


eFor the remaining 20 percent the 
bonus will be the difference between 
the official rate of exchange and the 
free-exchange market rate, calculated 
as of the business day preceding the 
date of closing exchange. 

The free-market rate of exchange 
recently has been in excess of 60 
cruzeiros to the dollar. 

A minimum coffee export price of 
the cruzeiro equivalent of US$0.87 a 
pound, f.0.b., Santos, was established 
on June 3 (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
Aug. 16, 1954, p. 3). At the exchange 
rate then in effect for coffee exports— 
18.36 plus a 5-cruzeiro bonus—the price 
in cruzeiros was calculated at 20.32 a 
pound, and this basic minimum 
cruzeiro price continues in effect for 
the purpose of registering coffee sales. 

Brazil’s trade-control system, under 
which export bonuses are paid, was 
summarized in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February 1, 1954, page 7.— 
Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 





Toothbrush Duty Up in Haiti 


In a move to protect its local plastic 
industry, the Haitian Government has 
raised the import duty on tooth- 
brushes from $1 to $4 a net kilogram. 

In addition to the regular surtax 
of 20 percent of the basic duty, this 
Haitian tariff item, No. 5010-A, is 
further subject to the special surtax 
of 4% percent, calculated on the 
total landed cost, including customs 
duties and charges. 
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Nine NATO Airfield Projects 
Opened to Bidders in U. S. 


Nine new projects at Belgian and French airfields totaling an. esti- 
mated $1,270,000 have been opened to U. S. bidders under the inter- 
national competitive bidding procedure of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has announced. 

The Belgian projects involve lighting on the following airfields: 


Weelde, Zoersel, Ursel, Bertrix, and 
St. Hubert. The work will be divided 
into five contracts. 


Interested firms should _ report, 
before September 1, to Service General 
des Constructions Militaires, Direction 
Travaux Speciaux, Section Electricite 
et Balisage, Caserne Prince Baudouin, 
Place Dailly, Brussels. 


Two of the French projects, at Toul- 
Rosieres, involve electrical installa- 
tions at the munitions depot at an 
estimated cost of $20,000 and con- 
struction of interior roads at an esti- 
mated cost of $60,000. Interested firms 
should report to A. Aigrot, French 
Delegation to NATO, Palais de Chaillot, 


Paris, before August 31. 


The other French projects are at 


Greece Seeks Bids To 
Build Oil Refinery 


The Greek Ministry of Coordina- 
tion, II General Directorate, Athens, 
is inviting bids until September 20 for 
construction and operation of an oil 
refinery. The project includes supply 
and installation of all necessary ma- 
chinery and performance of all re- 
lated civil engineering work for a 
plant having a processing capacity of 
30,000 barrels of crude oil daily, uti- 
lizing the topping and naphtha re- 
forming method of distillation. 

The refinery initially should cover 
the requirements of the Greek mar- 
ket, based on average quantities con- 
sumed during the last 3 years, for the 
following products: Gasoline, 224,000 
tons; kerosene, 84,000 tons; gas oil, 
300,000 tons; and fuel oil, 546,000 tons 
including 287,000 tons light and 259,- 
000 tons heavy. 

The contractor will be expected to 
finance the project for a period to be 
determined by agreement, but not 
less than 8 years. 

A copy of the bid invitation is avail- 
able for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 








Printing and bookbinding machin- 
ery exported from the United States 
in the first 5 months of 1954 totaled 
$14.3 million, an increase of 12.4 per- 
cent over the $11.5 million exported 
in the like period of 1953. 
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Creil-Senlis, and call for electrical 
installations in hangars at an esti- 
mated cost of $20,000 and airfield 


lighting at an estimated cost of 
$170,000. Firms interested in these 
two projects should report, before 
August 31, to Ministere de 1’Air, Serv- 
ice de l’Infrastructure, 26 boulevard 
Victor, Paris. 

Potential bidders should furnish in- 
formation to the respective govern- 
ment offices regarding comparable 
work done for U. S. Government agen- 
cies. A copy of this resume should be 
sent to the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., to permit prompt 
certification of interested firms to the 
appropriate foreign government. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program may be 
obtained on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division or from 
any Department of Commerce Field 
Office. 





Bids on Equipment 
Invited by Greece 


The Greek Government is inviting 
bids for the following equipment and 
materials: 


el frequency meter, for direct read- 
ing of measured frequency with a 
digital meter, complete, ready to be 
put to service on 220+10 percent volts, 
50 cycles; 2 high-frequency signal 
generators, complete, with coaxial 
cables, dummy antenna ready to be 
put into service on 220 volts, 50 cycles. 
Bids will be accepted until Septem- 
ber 6 by the Hellenic National Broad- 
casting Institute, 4 Righillis Street, 
Athens. 


©40,000 permanent-way bolts. Bids 
will be accepted until September 6 
by the Piraeus-Athens-Peloponnesus 
Railway (S. P. A. P,), 1 Carolou Street, 
Athens. 

Specifications are available for re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or the Greek Foreign Trade 
Administration, 729 15th Street NW., 
Washington, D. C. Requests should 
specify the item of interest. 





Sudan Will Develop 
Water Supply 


The Sudan Government wishes 
to contact American contractors 
who would be interested in un- 
dertaking development of sur- 
face water supply projects in 
the Sudan. 

The initial work involves dig- 
ging and finishing, at an esti- 
mated minimum cost of £100,000, 
for which financing is said to be 
approved. Funds are understood 
to be available also for addi- 
tional works, which cannot be 
begun owing to lack of engineer- 
ing facilities. 

Sudan authorities are particu- 
larly interested in hearing from 
large contractors already work- 
ing in the Middle East, who 
would have earth-moving and 
road-grading equipment readily 
available and would be in a posi- 
tion to place engineering recon- 
naissance and survey parties in 
the field to supplement the local 
engineering staff. 

Inquiries may be directed to 
the Director of Agriculture, Min- 
istry of Agriculture, Sudan Gov- 
ernment, Khartoum, Sudan. 











Pakistan Government Invites 
Bids for Motor, Fish Vans 


The Pakistan Government is invit- 
ing bids until September 29 for the 
supply of twelve i1-meter-gage (1 
meter=3 ft. 33% in.) motor vans, 4- 
wheeled, EVK type; and nineteen 1- 
meter-gage fish vans, 4-wheeled, EVE 
type, required for the East Bengal 
Railways. 

One copy of conditions for bidding 
and specifications is available for re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

Complete documents may be ob- 
tained from the Director General 
(Railways), Railways Division, Min- 
istry of Communication, -Multi-Stor- 
eyed Building, Kingsway, Karachi, 
subject to a charge of 50 rupees per 
set (1 rupee=approximately US$0.30). 





Ceylon To Export Tea Fluff 


The Government of Ceylon wants to 
communicate with firms in the United 
States that are interested in import- 
ing Ceylon tea fluff for the manufac- 
ture of caffeine and similar products. 

Inquiries should be addressed to the 
Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 
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lranian Tobacco Monopoly To 
Buy Electrical Appliances 


The Iranian Tobacco Monopoly has 
announced that it plans to purchase 
three electrical appliances, according 
to the following specifications: 

eElectric water heaters, 2,100 w., 
220 v., a. p. d., R-attached, 75 units. 

eElectric heater (element), 200 w., 
220 v., a p. d., J-attached, 25 sets 
(4 pieces to each set). 

eElectric heater (element), 750 w., 
220 v., a. p. d., J-attached, 25 pieces. 


Prospective bidders may obtain the 
conditions for bidding from the Em- 
passy Of Iran, 3005 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW., Washington 8, D. C. 
Bids must reach the Iranian Tobacco 
Monopoly Institute, Tehran, Iran, 
before September 5. 





German Firm Interested in 
Producing U. S. Goods 


A German firm, Ludwig Rocholl & 
Cie., Schlossfabrik, is interested in 
manufacturing suitable articles for 
American firms on a royalty or profit- 
sharing basis. The company also is 
interested in a long-term investment 
of American capital to convert short- 
term bank credits. ’ 

The firm, which manufactures and 
exports door locks and other locks, 
reportedly operates a modern factory 
and employs about 200 persons. 

Interested firms should address cor- 
respondence to Ludwig Rocholl & Cie., 
Schlossfabrik, 3 Bahnhofstrasse, Ra- 
devormwald/Rhld., Germany. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
on a loan basis, from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C 


In the United States 
Coatings: 


Germany—C. H. Voigt (manufac- 
turer), 17 an der Weide, Bremen, offers 
for manufacture under license in the 
United States a noncombustible pro- 
tective coating for wood and iron, 
reportedly resistant to oil, gasoline, 
jet-engine fuel, etc., and suitable for 
buildings, pipelines, storage contain- 
ers, airfields, hangars, ‘ships, aircraft, 
and armored cars. It is claimed that 
the coating will not emit gases or ob- 
noxious fumes even under very high 
temperatures. Literature available.* 
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IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary informatioh, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), on a loan basis, from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C 

Agar Agar: 

Denmark—U. Ulf-Hansen (export 
merchant), 49 Bredgade, Copenhagen 
K, wishes to export direct Danish agar 
agar, edible grade, in powder, strips, 
and flakes. 


Ceramics: 

Denmark—Sven Cantor (export mer- 
chant), 82 Norrevoldgade, Copenhagen 
K, wishes to export direct first-quality 
handmade ceramic articles, such as 
ashtrays, candlesticks, and decorative 
pieces. 


Chemicals: 

Netherlands—C. Dingjan’s Handel- 
sonderneming (export merchant), 46 
Huygenspark, The Hague, wishes to 
export direct orthophosphates, pyro- 
phosphates, and metaphosphates. De- 
tailed list and analysis available.* 


Clothing: 

Denmark—D’Aoust Garndepot-v/ 
Lintrup Nielsen & Co. A/S. (manu- 
facturer and wholesaler), 42 Vimmels- 
kaftet, Copenhagen K, wishes to ex- 
port direct all kinds of handknitted 
sweaters and cardigans, made of best 
quality virgin wool, approximately 
1,500 pieces per month. 

Israel—Elie Danon, Ltd. (export 
merchant), 52 Jaffa Road, P. O. Box 
1809, Tel Aviv, offers to export direct 
or through agent first-quality sweat- 
ers of pure worsted yarns, fancy 
models. 


Coatings: 

Germany—C. H. Voigt (manufac- 
turer), 17 an der Weide, Bremen, 
wishes to export direct noncombustible 
protective coating “Antibrand S 321,” 
for use on wood and iron, which is 
said to be resistant to oil, gasoline, 
jet-engine fuels, etc., and suitable for 
buildings, pipelines, storage contain- 
ers, airfields, hangars, ships, aircraft, 
and armored cars. Firm states that 
the coating will not emit gases or ob- 
noxious fumes even under very high 
temperatures. Literature available.* 


Colors: 

Israel—Elie Danon, Ltd. (export 
merchant), 52 Jaffa Road, P. O. Box 
1809, Tel Aviv, wishes to export direct 
or through agent first-grade oil and 
water colors, for use by painters and 
in educational institutions. 


Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 
Egypt—Egyptian Food Processing 
and Essential Oil Factory (manufac- 


turer), 3 Baehler St., Cairo, wishes to 
export direct or through agent ammi 
visnaga (khellin), in crystalline form. 


Feathers and Down: 


France—Abel Crabos & Fils (Manu- 
facture de Plumes & Duvets en Gros) 
(processor, wholesaler, exporter), 26 
rue du General-Lamarque, Saint- 
Sever, Landes, wisres to export direct, 
preferably, or through agent good- 
quality goose and duck feathers and 
down, new and processed. Quantities 
available: 40 metric tons of feathers 
with down, and 30 metric tons of 
down. 


Flora and Fauna: 


Australia—T. Gamble, Mt. Carbine, 
Mt. Carbine Post Office, North Queens- 
land, offers to collect for American 
institutions or individuals, flora and 
fauna specimens, either alive or dead, 
from the North Queensland, Northern 
Territory, and Kimberley areas. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 


Foodstuffs: 


Singapore—Jitendra Kantilal & Co. 
(exporter, importer, wholesaler), 22 
Malacca St., Post Box No. 349, Singa- 
pore 1, wishes to export direct coffee 
beans (Indonesian origin), APONE 
quality subject to 5 percent to 7 per- 
cent Triage (black and broken seeds). 


Hair (Rabbit): 


Japan—Motohashi Ichiro Shokai 
(Motohashi Ichiro Co.) (processor and 
exporter), No. 1292, Shimo-shakujii 2- 





Egypt To Purchase 
Photo Supplies 


The Department of Land Reg- 
istration and Notariate, Egyp- 
tian Ministry of Justice, is invit- 
ing bids until September 4 for 
the supply and delivery of 3,500 
rolls of sensitive paper, 18” wide, 
for Photostat Machine No. 3; 7 
rolls of sensitive paper, 14” wide; 
12,250 tins of developing powder; 
and 15,750 tins of acid fixing 
powder. 

Bids must be submitted 
through an agent established in 
Egypt to the Conservateur Gen- 
eral, Administration de la Publi- 
cite Immobiliere et du Notariat, 
57 avenue de la Reine Nazi, 
Cairo, and must be accompanied 
by a provisional deposit of 2 per- 
cent of the value of the contract. 

A copy of the bidding condi- 
tions and specifications is avail- 
able for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 
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chome, Nerima-ku, Tokyo, wishes to 
export direct or through agent An- 
gora rabbit hair. Samples and price 
list available.* 


Hardware: 


Japan—Minakuchi Bussan Kabu- 
shiki Kaisha (Minakuchi Bussan Co., 
Ltd.) (export merchant), No. 2 Koden- 
macho 3-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 
wishes to export direct various types 
of nails, such as common, smooth box, 
galvanized common, finishing, cement 
coated, and machine flooring. Samples 
and price list available.* 


Hat Braids: 


Japan—Takara Tsusho K. K. (Ta- 
kara Tsusho, Ltd.) (import and ex- 
port merchant), No. 9 Takara-cho 
1-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, wishes to 
export direct. hemp, pedaline, and 
enveloped hat braids. Samples avail- 
able.* 


Mangrove Bark: 

Panama—Almacen La Reina (export 
merchant, wholesaler, retailer), P. O. 
Box 46, Bocas del Toro, wishes to 
export direct mangrove bark. Firm 
states it is in a position to deliver 20 
tons in 30 days from date of order, 
with continuing supplies. 


Seeds: 


New Zealand—John L. Belcher & 
Co., Ltd. (export merchant), 130 Here- 
ford St., Christchurch, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent grass 
and clover seeds and all types of peas. 


Textiles: 


Israel—Elie Danon, Ltd. (export 
merchant), 52 Jaffa Road, P. O. Box 
1809, Tel Aviv, wishes to export direct 
or through agent first-quality worsted 
textiles. 


Tortoise Shell: 


Panama—Almacen La Reina (export 
merchant, wholesaler, retailer), P. O. 
Box 46, Bocas del Toro, has available 
for export 20 tons of tortoise shells, 
back, side, and belly shells. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Casings: 

Netherlands—C. Dingjan’s Handel- 
sonderneming (importer), 46 Huygens- 
park, The Hague, wishes to purchase 
direct synthetic casings for sausage 
making. 

Chemicals: 


Netherlands—C. Dingjan’s Handel- 
sonderneming (importer), 46 Huygens- 
park, The Hague, wishes to purchase 
direct chemicals, particularly sodium 
perborate (10 percent active oxygen), 
citric acid in powder and crystal form, 
and dried blood plasma powder, for 
use in the meat and other food in- 
dustries. 
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Drugs and Pharmaceuticals: 

Saudi Arabia—Saudi Arabian Drug 
Store (importing distributor), P. O. 
Box 463, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for drugs and 
pharmaceuticals, particularly well- 
known patent medicines and recently 
developed antibiotics, also sundry 
goods. Firm is interested only in 
American-made products. 


Household Appliances: 

Iragq—Sayid Mohammed Tomah (im- 
porter of radios, air coolers, stoves, 
cosmetics, and secondhand clothing), 
Khan Tomah, Safafeer St., Baghdad, 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 
exclusive agency for electric and kero- 
sene stoves for cooking and heating 
purposes. 

Forest Products: 

Union of South Africa—Veneered 
Plywoods, S. A. (Pty.), Ltd. (importer 
exporter, wholesaler, manufacturer of 
plywood, doors, and laminated boards), 
to purchase direct peeler logs, veneers, 
and plywood lumber. 


Machinery: 


Union of South Africa—Veneered 
Plywoods, S. A. (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 
exporter, wholesaler, manufacturer of 
plywood, doors, and laminated boards), 
P. O. Box 5650, Johannesburg, wishes 
to purchase direct machinery for the 
manufacture of veneers, plywood, and 
laminated boards. 

Oil: 

Germany—G. Weber o. H. G., Miner- 
aloel—Import (wholesaler, importer, 
exporter), 178 Bonner Strasse, Koeln- 
Bayenthal, wishes to purchase direct 
20 tons per month of annealing oil, 
and 20 tons per month of special 
emulsifiable oil for the cold-rolling 
of steel strip. Specifications for the 
emulsifiable oil: Good dispersion, good 
lubricating qualities, and high resist- 
ance to pressure, excellent stability 
of emulsion, absolute security against 
residue on ignition at temperatures up 
to maximum 600° Celsius. Firm also 
is interested in acting as selling agent 
on a commission basis for above oils. 

Tires and Tubes: 


Iraq—Sabieh Mubarak (importer of 
automobile batteries, lubricating oils, 
air coolers, and tires and tubes), 430/17 
HG Senak, Rashid St., Baghdad, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain exclu- 
sive agency from U. S. manufacturer 
of rubber pneumatic tires and tubes 
for passenger cars and trucks. 

Wood Impregnating Material: 

Germany—C. H. Voigt (importer, 
manufacturer of paints and var- 
nishes), 17 an der Weide, Bremen, 
wishes to purchase direct wood-im- 
pregnating materials. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals and Compounds: 


Denmark—Emil V. Abrahamson (im- 
porting distributor and manufactur- 
er’s agent), 10 Toldbodgade, Copen- 
hagen K, wishes to obtain agencies 
for mineral oils, and industrial and 
agricultural chemicals, such as ace- 
tone, citric acid, glycerin (U. S. P)), 
resins, potassium bichromate, sodium 
bichromate, sodium nitrate, sodium 
perborate, sodium sulfide, paraffin 
wax, white oil (medicinal), potassium 
carbonate, titanium dioxide, trichlor- 
ethylene, perchlorethylene, triethano- 
lamine, petrolatum, tartaric acid, pro- 
pylene glycol, ethylene glycol, DDT, 
parathion, lindane, and borax. 

France—Etablissements Paul Escou- 
lan & Ses Fils (wholesaler, commis- 
sion merchant, sales agent), 5-7 rue 
Berthelot, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to obtain exclusive agency 
(with financial responsibility, if de- 
sired) for cleaning compounds, chemi- 
cals, and related products, preferably 
new kinds not presently sold in 
France. 

Clothing: 


Ceylon—Earle H. Nicholas (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 16 Gaffoor Bldg., 
P. O. Box 659, Colombo, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for men’s cotten shirts. 


Dyestuffs: 


France—Albert Ponsin (manufac- 
turer’s agent and commission mer- 
chant), Enclos Joseph-Monie, Lave- 
lanet, Ariege, wishes to obtain agen- 
cies for textile colors, dyes, and dye- 
stuffs for wool, cotton, rayon, nylon, 
silk, and textile fibers. 


Electrical Household Appliances: 


France—Etablissements J. Suberville 
& Fils (wholesaler, retailer, manufac- 
turer’s agent), 36 avenue Victor- 
Segoffin, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to obtain agencies for good- 
quality electric refrigerators and re- 
frigerating units, washing machines, 
and dishwashers, for household uses; 
also, air-conditioning equipment. 


Fats and Oils: 


Germany—Josef Hintzen, Pflanzl. u. 
tier. Oele und Fette (broker and com- 
mission merchant), 68 Juelicher 
Strasse, Neuss/Rhein, wishes to act 
as sales agent for American firms on 
a commission basis for vegetable and 
animal oils_and fats. 

Foodstuffs: 


France—Etablissements Paul Escou- 
lan & Ses Fils (wholesaler, commis- 
sion merchant, sales agent), 5-7 rue 
Berthelot, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to obtain exclusive agency 
(with financial responsibility, if de- 
sired) for good quality grocery prod- 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





ucts and packaged food products, for 
retail sale through chain stores and 
grocery shops in France. 


—_— 








Industrial Equipment: 


France—Getting-Jonas-Titan (man- 
ufacturer of leather driving belts and 
other industrial leather articles, im- 
porter of manufactured industrial 
rubber articles and other industrial 
materials), 29 bis, rue d’Astorg, Paris, 
is interested in representing as distrib- 
utor or Sales agent U. S. manufac- 
turers of factory transmission equip- 
ment and materials, mill supplies, ma- 
terials-handling equipment, and in 
general, products suitable for sale to 
all types of factories. 


Textile Finishing Products: 


France—Albert Ponsin (manufac- 
turer’s agent and commission mer- 
chant), Enclos Joseph-Monie, Lavela- 
net, Ariege, wishes to obtain agency 
for good-quality finishing products for 
textile factories and weaving and 
spinning mills. 


Textiles: 


Ceylon—Earle H. Nicholas (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 16 Gaffoor Bldg., 
P. O. Box 659, Colombo, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for cotton and rayon piece 
goods, printed percales 80x80, shirt- 
ings, poplins, and nylon fabrics. 

New Zealand—Stirling (NZ) Agen- 
cies (manufacturer’s agent), P. O. Box 
2378, Wellington, wishes to obtain 
agencies from U. S. manufacturers of 
textile piece goods. 


Tires: 


Germany—Ruhr Intrans Hubstapler 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturer of fork-lift 





Australia Seeks Bids 
On Equipment 


The State Electricity Commis- 
sion of Queensland, on behalf of 
the Cairns Regional Electricity 
Board, is inviting bids until De- 
cember 8 for the supply, deliv- 
ery, erection, testing, setting to 
work, and maintenance of 1 
water-driven turboalternator of 
18,000 kw. at 11,000 volts and 0.8 
power factor when operating at 
a gross head of approximately 
1,485 feet. 

One copy of conditions for 
bidding and_ specifications is 
available for review from the 
Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Complete documents may be 
obtained from the State Electri- 
city Commission of Queensland, 
Scottish Union House, Eagle 


Street, Brisbane, subject to a 
charge of Af£3 3s. or approxi- 
mately US$7.06, per set. 
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trucks, importer, exporter), 48-50 
Weseler Strasse, Muelheim - Ruhr, 
wishes to obtain agency rights for 
West Germany from a U. S. producer 
of pneumatic tires, in all sizes, for use 
on trucks, tractors, and other vehicles 
of American origin. Firm states that 
it has a large clientele operating 
American motor vehicles from which 
it currently receives requests for 
American tires, of sizes not available 
in Western Germany. 


Toilet Articles: 


France—Etablissements Paul Escou- 
lan & Ses Fils (wholesaler, commis- 
sion merchant, sales agent), 5-7 rue 
Berthelot, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to obtain exclusive agency 
(with financial responsibility, if de- 
sired), for good-quality medium-priced 
perfumes and toilet preparations. 


Waste Materials: 


France—Albert Ponsin (manufac- 
turer’s agent and commission mer- 
chant), Enclos Joseph-Monie, Lave- 
lanet, Ariege, wishes to obtain agency 
for good-quality waste and byproducts 
for textile factories, and weaving and 
spinning mills. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Norman S. H. Catts, rep- 
resenting Chemical Holdings Pty., 
Ltd. (manufacturer of pharmaceutical 
preparations; importer of drugs, fine 
chemicals, and pharmaceutical prep- 
arations), 60 Hunter St.; Sydney, is 
interested in drugs and fine chemicals, 
and in manufacturing pharmaceuti- 
cals in Australia. Scheduled to arrive 
early in September, via New York, for 
a visit of 3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Australian Trade Commissioner, 636 
Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Philadelphia, and Chicago. 


Denmark—Nn. J. Flindt, representing 
Messrs. Esmarch’s Successors, 14 
Knabrostraede, Copenhagen K, is in- 
terested in exporting Danish cheese 
and food products, and in contacting 
cheese importing firms. Scheduled to 
arrive in August, via New York, for a 
visit of 6 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
B. H. Heede, 80 Broad St., New York 
4, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Phila- 
delphia, Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Min- 
neapolis, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Seattle, New Orleans, Miami, and 
Washington. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Egypt—Hassanein M. El] Gabri, rep- 
resenting the Gabri Co. (importer of 
haberdashery, hosiery, novelties, sta- 
tionery, and general merchandise), 51 
Ibrahim Pasha St., Cairo, is interested 
in hosiery, haberdashery, novelties, 
and ladies’ dresses. Scheduled to ar- 
rive early in September, via New York, 





for an indefinite period. U. S. address: 
c/o Victor Hohenberg Export Co., 24 
Stone St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York and Chicago. 


Germany—Ernst Sorge, representing 
Ernst Sorge am Wehrhahn KG. (tex- 
tile and readymade clothing store), 
9/11 am Wehrhahn, Duesseldorf, is 
interested in visiting U. S. manufac- 
turers of textiles, and in obtaining 
other articles suitable for the German 
market, for sale through his firm’s 
stores. Scheduled to arrive August 
28, via New York, for a visit of 4 
weeks. U. S. address: c/o Linol-Centre, 
Gary, Ind. Itinerary: New York, Gary, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Washington, 
and other large cities. 


Germany—Dr. Hans von Hofe, rep- 
resenting Melitta-Werke Bentz & Sohn 
(manufacturer and exporter of filter 
paper for tea and milk, as well as 
aluminum, porcelain, and ceramic 
coffeemakers), Minden i. Westf., is in- 
terested in visiting importers, distrib- 
utors, and supermarket chain stores, 
and wishes to investigate the market 
possibilities for coffeemakers consist- 
ing of coffee pot, filter, and paper 
filtering bag. Was scheduled to arrive 
August 17, via New York, for a visit 
of 3 months. U. S. address: c/o 
German-American Trade Promotion 
Office, Empire State Bldg., Suite 6309, 
350 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York, Chicago, Atlanta, New 
Orleans, Dallas, Minneapolis, and oth- 
er large cities. 


* 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are now 
prefaced by a brief review of 
basic trade and industry data col- 
lected in the course of compiling 
each list. Brief extracts from these 
data follow each title for which 
such data are available. 


Office Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Iran.—Office 
equipment, such as desks, chairs, file 
cabinets, paper baskets, and similar 
items, ordinarily is made of wood and 
supplied by local industry. There are 
also local manufacturers of metal 
safes who can meet normal demands. 
Import of these articles is prohibited. 


Typewriters are imported, mainly 
from Germany, the United States, 
Czechoslovakia, and England. The 
United States is the chief supplier of 
adding and bookkeeping machines, 
fountain pens, and stylographs. Pen- 
cils are imported from Japan (40%), 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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BUSINESS 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


The following new Business Infor- 
mation Service releases, published by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, are 
available from the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the Department’s Field Offices. 
Orders should be accompanied by‘re- 
mittances made payable to the Treas- 
urer of the United States. 


The Business Information Service 
also is available on a subscription 
basis. Part 2 of this Service, which 
consists of the World Trade Series and 
the International Trade Statistics 
Series issued by BFC, is $5 a year to 
domestic subscribers and $6.75 to for- 
eign. 


Aden Colony—Economic Review, 
1953. July 1954. World Trade Series 
No. 609. 8 pp. 10 cents. 


Syria—Economic Review, 1953. July 
1954. World Trade Series No. 610. 12 
pp. 15 cents. 


Iraq—Summary of Basic Economic 
Information. July 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 611. 12 pp. 15 cents. 


Saudi Arabia—Economic Review, 
1953. July 1954. World Trade Series 
No. 612. 8.pp. 10 cents. 


Madagascar — Economic Review, 
1953. July 1954. World Trade Series 
No. 613. 15 pp. 15 cents. 

Tangier — Economic Review, 1953. 
July 1954. World Trade Series No. 614. 
12 pp. 10 cents. 

Taiwan (Formosa)—Pharmaceutical 
Regulations. July 1954. World Trade 











‘ Series No. 615. 3 pp. 5 cents. 


Total United States Export and Im- 
port Trade—January-April 1954 (with 
preliminary May totals). June 1954. 
International Trade Statistics Series. 
10 pp. 10 cents. 


United States Trade With Australia 
—Annual 1952 and 1953 and Quarterly 
1953. July 1954. International Trade 
Statistics Series. 2 pp. 5 cents. 


United States Trade With Latin 
America, Annual 1952 and 1953 and 
Quarterly 1953. July 1954. Interna- 
tional Trade Statistics Series. 26 pp. 
30 cents. 


United States Leading Exports and 
Imports in 1953. July 1954. Interna- 


tional Trade Statistics Series. 4 pp. 
10 cents. 





General imports into the United 
States amounted to $4,286 million in 
the first 5 months of 1954, represent- 
ing an annual rate 5 to 6 percent 
lower than the 1953 annual rate. 


World Trade ... 
(Continued from Page 17) 


Germany (30%), and the United 
States (16%). 


Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Malaya.—Demand for paints, var- 
nishes, and pigments has greatly in- 
creased because of postwar construc- 
tion work and although the market 
currently is oversupplied, trade is 
brisk. Most paints are imported since 
there is little domestic manufacture. 
Imports for the first half of 1953 
were valued at approximately $2 mil- 
lion, the United Kingdom supplying 
67 percent and the remainder coming 
from Western Europe, Japan, and the 
United States. Imports from the 
United States in the year 1953 totaled 
$153,849. 


Licenses are not issued for direct 


imports from hard-currency sources 


and such goods must enter via Hong 
Kong. Singapore engages in reexport 
trade with Southeast Asia to the ex- 
tent of $600,000 annually. 


Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—United Kingdom.—Canada is 
the chief source of supply for news- 
print but Sweden, Norway, and Fin- 
land provide the bulk of other paper 
products. The United States supplied 
paper, related products, and manufac- 
tures valued at $6,242,321 in 1953—ap- 
proximately 12 percent of the total 
imports of these products. Liner con- 
tainer board accounted for $5,828,562, 
while kraft, special industrial, absorb- 
ent, and thin fine paper constituted 
the major portion of the remainder of 
the imports from the United States. 

Import of paper products is re- 
stricted to conserve exchange and is 


subject to. license by the Board of 


Trade. 


Photographic Supply Dealers and 
Photographers—Uruguay.— The only 
photographic item manufactured is 
sensitized paper and production fills 
only 20 percent of requirements. Pho- 
tographic goods imported from the 
United States, or manufactured by 
American factories abroad, dominate 
the market. With the acute shortage 
of dollars, importers have turned more 
and more to European subsidiaries, 
but American goods are preferred be- 
cause of their quality, lower cost, and 
speed of delivery. 

The value of imports for 1953 by 
countries of origin was as follows: 


Country Value Percent 
United Kingdom .......... $205,100 37 
United States .....ccccees 169,601 30 
DURE 7 Gebetatesccenec cece 73,896 13 
GE cdo cenenicvevowe 35,890 6 
RED 5. dwacwvedddls saqecuk 18,691 3 
SEE "2b b bn oe bn deodebeses ns 8,253 3 
GE ap eccccwrcedcousdic 41,618 8 

Tn. . cvdbbkpentie ahs 563,049 100 


Printers, Lithographers, Engravers, 
and Publishers—Associated States of 
Indochina (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia). 


—. 


Radio Equipment and Components 
Importers and Dealers—Portugal— 
No regular import licenses are granted 
for importation of complete radio 
units from the United States. Cur- 
rent imports and the quantities indi- 
cated in the 1952 tabulation given be- 
low were imported in bartcr for certain 
specified Portuguese products. 


Item Units from U.S.A. -Total units 
Radio receivers .. 2,365 48,418 
Amplifiers ....... 220 893 
Teleprinters .... 124 328 
Transmitters and 

wireless equip- 

GES Assseevaer 99 400 


Imports of radio repair parts and 
accessories are permitted under a 
half-year quota system. There are no 
television stations at present and it 
is unlikely that any will be constructed 
in the immediate future. 


Sporting Goods, Toy and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers — Netherlands 
West Indies—No sporting goods, toys, 
and games are produced. Summaries 
of imports from principal countries of 
origin for the fourth quarter of 1952, 
and for the first three quarters of 1953, 
indicate the following: 


Item Country Value Percentage 
Sporting goods.. U. S. A. $34,325 47.49 
. England 17,982 24.88 
Netherlands 7,378 10.21 
TOR. ccccsveveced U. 8. A. 103,619 52.21 
Japan 24,935 12.56 
England 23,916 12.05 
Bicycles......... England 47,219 83.89 
U. S. A, 4,567 7.12 

Arms and 

ammunition...U. 8. 4,000 90.00 


An exchange control permit is nec- 
essary for imports from the dollar 
areas and/or for payment in dollars. 





Detergents Duty .. . 
(Continued from Page 12) 


Nos. 5.06.00 and 5.36.00. 
Canned hot green peppers and canned 
sweet peppers. 


Synthetic detergents except concentrated in 
containers of over 20 kilograms imported for 
use aS raw material in established local in- 
dustries. Cotton scrapers and drags of all 
types and sizes; brooms; stucco; fodder. 


Vegetable fats and butters for edible piur- 
poses, except crude coco oils and fats; flour, 
except semolina; ice. 


Common laund 
in flakes, of tad 
tion No. 6.42 


Tomato vehi. sauces, and pastes; brake 
fluid; ice creams and ices; oxygen and acetyl- 
ene; bread and similar products. 


Trousers and blouses of salt-and-pepper 
cloth, for men and women; food paste; pre- 
served fish and shellfish similar to those pro- 
duced in Baja California by factories a 
lished before the Law of August 30, 1933 


Wooden doors and windows; box Retngs 
having up to 60 springs, with or without cover, 
included in classification No. 3.54.51; printed 
work included under - classifications Nos. 
7.54.00, 7.54.01, 7.54.02, 7.54.03, 7.54.04, 7.54.05, 
7.54.06, 7.54.08, 7.57. 10, 7.57.20, except tickets 
in rolis, lithographs, and cromolith phs. 

Wheat; canned whole tomatoes and canned 
—_ toma toes; candles and votive candles; 
olive o 


BO eA 

Acreage planted to cotton in Pakis- 
tan for the 1954-55 crop is about 10 
percent larger than last year’s area 
of 3 million acres, early reports indi- 
cate.—Emb., Karachi. 


sOap; soap, powdered or 
ind, covered by classifica- 
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Belgian Economic . . . 
(Continued from Page 5) 


were the Netherlands, the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, the United King- 
dom, and the United States. Textile 
imports were rising during this pe- 
riod. 


Government Promotes Trade 


The Belgian Government arranged 
an industrial exposition in Mexico 
City from February 19 through March 
9, as a result of which the 124 Belgian 
exhibiting firms were reported to have 
obtained 100 million francs’ worth of 
new business. Also, the Government 
sent an official foreign trade mission 
to Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Ecua- 
dor, Mexico, Panama, and Peru in the 
first quarter. The mission recom- 
mended further market studies in 
Latin America, negotiation of bilateral 
trade agreements with Latin American 
countries, and exchange of technical 
personnel. 

The number of totally unemployed 
persons averaged 160,031 during the 
first quarter of this year compared 
with 172,071 in the corresponding 
period of 1953. On the other hand, 
partial unemployment averaged 47,449 
work days throughout the first quar- 
ter of 1954, up from 37,928 during the 
first quarter of last year. 

The wholesale price index stood at 
411 (1936-38—100) during the first 
quarter of 1954, down from 412 for the 
preceding quarter and 420 for the 
first quarter of 1953. Retail prices 
firmed in the first 3 months of 1954, 
the index averaging 422 (1936-38— 
100) compared with 419 during the 
last quarter of 1954 and 414 in the 
first quarter of 1953. 

The sustained production level 
along with increasing competition for 
customers exercised a downward pres- 
sure on steel prices throughout the 
first 3 months of 1954, the wholesale 
price index for steel products declin- 
ing from 484 (1936-38—100) in Decem- 
ber 1953 to 461 in March 1954. Coal 
prices advanced slightly during the 
first quarter. 

Textile prices were unsatisfactory 
and profit margins narrdéw, according 
to the bulletin of the Belgian Textile 
Federation. The wholesale price index 
dropped to 374 (1936-38—100) in 
March 1954 from 381 in December 1953. 
The biggest decline was in woolen 
textiles, which by the end of March 
1954 had slumped 5 percent below the 
levels existing 3 months earlier. Only 
cotton prices ran counter to these 
declines. 


Wheat Crop Hit 

Unusually severe frosts during the 
first quarter of 1954 damaged about 
40 percent of the winter wheat crop 
and injured clover and pasture lands 
in a few areas. Most regions where 
the wheat was damaged were resown 
with wheat and other grasses in 
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March. The wheat acreage for the 
1954 crop is the largest on record. 

Prices received by farmers for their 
products during the first quarter con- 
tinued in a downtrend. An exception 
was the price of wheat, which rose be- 
cause of seasonal influences but re- 
mained slightly lower thari the av- 
érage price for the corresponding 
months last year. Despite generally 
lower farm prices, consumer prices 
for most agricultural products rose 
slightly —Emb., Brussels. 





Second Customs . . . 
(Continued from Page 11) 


those sections of the Customs Simpli- 
fication Bill of 1953 which had been 
adopted by the House but omitted by 
the Senate. 

The two other sections of the Jen- 
kins bill proposed changes in the basis 
of dutiable valuation, and in the 
method of conversion of foreign cur- 
rencies for customs purposes. No fur- 
ther action has been taken upon these 
two subjects during the present ses- 
sion of Congress. 


Antidumping Act Amended 


Amendments made by this legisla- 
tion to the Antidumping Act are lim- 
ited to matters of procedure. The de- 
termination of injury to domestic 
industry, which is one of the condi- 
tions for the imposition of dumping 
duties, is transferred from the Treas- 
ury Department to the Tariff Com- 
mission. The Commission is required 
to come to a decision within 3 months 
after the question of a dumping price 
has been determined by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Under the new law, if a dumping 
duty is set, it is to be applicable only 
to unappraised entries which had 
been entered for consumption within 
120 days before the question of dump- 
ing was raised by, or presented to, the 
Secretary of the Treasury. This is in- 
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tended to limit the retroactivity of 
dumping duties. Under previous law, 
dumping duties could be imposed 
against any imports of which ap- 
praisal has not been completed, even 
though the delay in appraisal may 
have had no relationship to the dump- 
ing question. 


Rule Set for Island Imports 


A uniform rule is established that 
goods from U. S. insular possessions, 
to be entitled to duty-free admission, 
may not contain over 50 percent of 
foreign materials. Varying rules for- 
merly applied for the different islands. 

The new provision supersedes the 
pertinent parts of the organic acts 
relating to Guam and the Virgin 
Islands. This rule does not apply to 
Puerto Rico, which is part of the cus- 
toms territory of the United States. 


Administrative Changes Made 


At the suggestion of the Treasury 
Department, various changes have 
been made to correct existing in- 
equities and to provide for more effec- 
tive enforcement and administrative 
procedures. The changes, technical in 
character, are of little interest to 
regular commercial importers. 


The original bill, and that passed by 
the House, had provided for the repeal 
of a long series of provisions of cus- 
toms laws now regarded as obsolete. 
The Senate was not able to give these 
consideration, and they do not appear 
in the final version. 

All changes made by the Customs 
Simplification Act of 1954 are to come 
into effect the 30th day following 
enactment, except for the direction 
to the Tariff Commission to begin a 
review of the customs tariff classifica- 
tions, which is to be effective imme- 
diately. 





Federation of .. . 
(Continued from Page 9) 


Other significant economic develop- 
ments are the coming into production 
of two new copper mines—Chibuluma 
and Bancroft in Northern Rhodesia 
—expected within 2 years; the erec- 
tion of a large copper refinery at 
Ndola, Northern Rhodesia, negotia- 
tions for the financing of which are 
now underway; and the reorgani- 
zation of the Rhodesian Iron and 
Steel Commission’s plant at Que Que 
pending the publication of an inves- 
tigation committee’s report. 

Assuming that satisfactory solutions 
are obtained to all or most of the 
foregoing economic issues, as appears 
likely, they represent a large step for- 
ward in the Federation’s emergence 
as an important economic entity.— 
Cons. Gen., Salisbury. 





The United States obtained 91 per- 
cent of its imports of canary seed and 
44 percent of its imports of millet seed 
from French Morocco in 1953. 








TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





Gold Coast Lets Contract for 
Harbor, Egypt for Rail Items 


The Gold Coast Government has announced the awarding of the con- 
tract for Tema harbor jointly to John Howard and Co., Ltd., and Sir 


Lindsay Parkinson and Co., Ltd. 


The principal works to be undertaken are two breakwaters approxi- 
mately 114 miles and 1 mile in length which will enclose an area of over 


§00 acres, and a finger quay to accom- 
modate four ships. 

A fishing harbor, warehouses, rail- 
way marshaling yards, and other an- 
cillary works also will be constructed. 
Work at Tema is expected to start late 
in 1954 and to be completed in about 
4 years. The tender, the lowest of 
seven received, amounted £7,521,804. 

Contracts have been let by the 
Egyptian State Railways for the sup- 
ply of railway equipment, as follows: 

1,000 metric tons of rails for 
switches to Stahlunion Export G.m.b. 
H., Duesseldorf, Germany, at 4,228 
piasters per metric ton c. i. f. Alex- 
andria. The type of rail to be sup- 
plied is 47 kilograms per meter for 
switches, and the length 12 meters. 
The Egyptian State Railways did not 
receive any offers from U. S. firms. 





New Mexican Exchange Rate 
Allowed on Telephone Calls 


The Government of Mexico has 
authorized the Mexican Telephone 
Co. (Telefonos de Mexico, S.A.) to 
convert the dollar cost of telephone 
calls to points abroad at the new rate 
of exchange established on April 19. 


The new rates, which are subject 
to an additional 10 percent Govern- 
ment tax, went into effect on August 
3, 30 days after publication in the 
Diario Oficial. 

No change is made in the dollar 
cost of international toll calls, but 
the charge in pesos is increased about 
45.5 percent corresponding to the 
devaluation of the Mexican peso from 
8.65 to 12.50 to the dollar. 


Northbound calls between the bor- 
der towns Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, and 
Laredo, Texas, for example, are 
charged at the rate of US$0.08 for a 
5-minute conversation. This amounts 
to 1 peso, plus a. 10-centavo tax, com- 
pared with the present abnormally 
low 30-centavo rate. The southbound 
rate from the United States is 10 cents 
plus such U. S. taxes as may be appli- 
cable. 


The contract between the Mexican 
Telephone Co. and the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. provides 
for the balance of payments to be 
made in dollars; under the new rates, 
the Mexican company will no longer 
continue to lose money on its settle- 
ments with the American company. 





e200,000 wooden sleepers to Bois, 
Constructions & Travaux de Paris, 
Paris, France, at 168 piasters per 
Sleeper, c. i. f. Alexandria. French 
maritime pine, uncreosoted, is the 
type of wood to be supplied. The State 
Railways received 101 offers, of which 
some 40 were from U. S. firms, and 
others from firms in Canada, Japan, 
Corsica, and the Cameroons. 

eSixteen 75-ton flat trucks to Eng- 
hien St. Eloi, Belgium, at E£2,126 plus 
203,500 Belgian francs. 

eOne hundred 10-ton box trucks to 
Dia, East Germany, at E£809. 





Reconstruction Needed on 
Some Major Syrian Roads 


Syrian highways from Homs north 
to Aleppo and from Aleppo to Latakia 
have become nearly impassable in 
spots and the situation is extremely 
critical, according to the Minister of 
Public Works. 


The heavy volume of traffic and the 
greatly increased weight of the new 
diesel trucks is said to have damaged 
the substructure of the roads to such 
an extent that routine maintenance 
is largely ineffective and reconstruc- 
tion is required. 


The Minister, after an inspection 
trip in May, reported that it would 
cost approximately S£100 million 
(S£1 = approximately US$0.45) to re- 
store the major roads, whereas the 
present budget provides for a main- 
tenance program of only S£2 million. 
As a result the outlook for a major 
improvement is slight, and with an- 
other excellent grain and cotton har- 
vest in prospect the situation could 
only deteriorate. 

While not motivated primarily by 
this situation, renewed consideration 
is being given to the relative desira- 
bility of a highway system and of a 
railroad line to serve the Hezirah, the 
grain producing area, and to connect 
it with Aleppo, the cotton production 
center, and Latakia, Syria’s only port. 





Raw cotton consumption by mills in 
Western Germany amounted to 101,000 
bales of 500 pounds gross in April 
1954 compared with 96,000 in April 
1953.—Cons., Bremen. 


ae 


Japan Delivers New 


Passenger Liner 


The Japanese-built Brazil Maru, a 
10,000-gross-ton passenger liner, has 
been delivered by the builders, the 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Reorga- 
nized, to the Osaka Shosen Kaisha. 


The ship is 476 feet long and has a 
64-foot beam and 39-foot molded 
depth. It is equipped with a Mitsu- 
bishi Sulzer two-cycle diesel engine of 
9,000 b. h. p., designed to give a maxi- 
mum speed of 20 knots. Hull and ma- 
chinery conform to the requirements 
of the American Bureau of Shipping. 


The Brazil Maru is the first com- 
pletely new passenger ship built in 
Japan for oversea service since the 
war. Part of the last half of the Ninth 
Shipbuilding Program, its keel was 
laid October 27, 1953, and it was 
launced April 6, 1954, a construction 
time of less than 9 months. 


The vessel, designed primarily to 
carry immigrants to Brazil, provides 
accommodations for 12 first-class, 68 
tourist-class, and 902 steerage passen- 
gers. In addition to passenger ac- 
commodations, the ship has room for 
a substantial volume of general cargo. 
The between-deck steerage accommo- 
dation is readily convertible to cargo 
space; thus on the homeward voyage 
380,000 cubic feet will be available for 
cargo, as against 248,000 cubic feet 
when steerage passenger facilities are 
fully utilized. 





Airmail Service on New 
Schedule in Pakistan 


The schedule of Pakistan inland air- 
mail service, based on changes brought 
about by the inauguration of Inland 
Airmail and the shifting of Orient 
Airways east-west flights via the La- 
hore route, is as follows: 


*Between East and West Pakistan— 
5 days a week. 

Eastbound: Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays. 

Westbound: Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Sundays. 

eWithin East Pakistan—6 days 2 
week. 

Dacca-Jessore—Daily except Sun- 
days. 

eWithin West Pakistan— 

Karachi-Lahore-Karachi—5 days 4 
week. 

Northbound: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays. 

Southbound: Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. 

Karachi-R a wal pind i-Peshawar- 


Karachi—Twice weekly, Tuesday and 
Saturday. 
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Bolivian Postal 
Rates Raised 


Bolivian domestic and foreign 
postal rates, including those for 
box rentals, domestic parcel 
post, warehouse charges, postal 
money orders, domestic air 
mail, and printed matter, were 
raised, effective July 1, as an- 
nounced in a July 15 Supreme 
decree published in the La Paz 
newspaper, La Nacion, July 16. 


The additional revenue from 
the new rates will be used to 
repair postoffice quarters, to 
purchase new equipment, and to 
install and Operate an Escuela 
Technica Postal (Training 
School for Postal Workers).— 
Emb., La Paz. 











International Radio 


Union To Assemble 


The Eleventh General Assembly of 
the International Scientific Radio Un- 
ion will be held at Amsterdam, Nether- 
lands, August 23-September 2. 


The U. S. Government will be repre- 
sented at the assembly by five dele- 
gates. The chairman of the delegation 
is Arthur H. Waynick, D.Sc., professor 
and head, Electrical Engineering De- 
partment, Pennsylvania State Univer- 
sity, State College, Pa. 


The International Scientific Radio 
Union is affiliated with the Interna- 
tional Council of Scientific Unions. 
Since its organization in 1919, it has 
been developing, on an international 
basis, scientific studies and programs 
pertaining to radio electricity and re- 
lated subjects, and bringing together, 
in its biennial assemblies, the sci- 
entists who are responsible for the re- 
search underlying the spectacular ad- 
vances in electronics, radar, television, 
and other applications of radio prin- 
ciples and techniques. 


Its aims are to promote international 
cooperation in the scientific study of 
radio, to encourage and aid in the or- 
ganization of radio research requiring 
cooperation on a large scale, to pro- 
mote the establishment of common 
methods and standards of radio meas- 
urement, and to encourage and aid 
in the discussion and dissemination 
of the results of these activities. 


The International Scientific Radio 
Union-has an active national commit- 
tee in each of its 23 member States. 
These committees, organized and 
sponsored in each country by the Na- 
tional Research Council or a corre- 
sponding body, hold scientific meet- 
ings and have active working com- 
mittees. 


August 23, 1954 


Calcutta Improves 
Port Facilities 


Development of Calcutta port under 
India’s First Five-Year Plan is pro- 
gressing. Construction of the 1,300- 
foot-long repelling spur at Sankrail 
Reach, near Akra, 11 miles down- 
stream from Calcutta, has been com- 
pleted at a cost of approximately 3.5 
million rupees (1 rupee—US$0.21). 


The spur was one of two river train- 
ing works recommended for improve- 


ment of the water depth in the 
Hooghly River. The other recommen- 
dation was to cut a protruding bank 
at Fulta Point, about 30 miles down- 
stream from Calcutta, and to recess 
it to the extent of 1,200 feet. This 
work, estimated to cost 15 million 
rupees, is expected to be undertaken 
by the Calcutta Port Commissioners 
within the next 2 months. 


Constant Care Needed 


The port of Calcutta, situated on the 
left bank of the River Hooghly, about 
80 miles from its mouth, annually 
handles about 9 million long tons of 
cargo. Between 1,200 and 1,800 sea- 
going vessels visit the port in a year. 

At present the river receives its up- 
land supply of water for 3 to 4 months 
of the monsoon, and thereafter de- 
pends entirely on tidal water from the 
Bay of Bengal. The high tide from the 
bay brings large quantities of sand 
into the channel, necessitating con- 
stant dredging by the port authorities. 

The formation. of sand bars and 
shoals not only imposes a limitation 
on the length and draft of vessels 
calling at the port but also delays 
entry and departure of vessels. Even 
during the monsoon months the deep- 
est draft does not exceed 30 feet, and 
the shallowest draft is 19 feet. 

The improvements in progress are 
expected to enable the port of Cal- 
cutta to handle 30-foot-draft vessels 
at spring tide and 26-foot-draft ves- 
sels at neap tide. 





Freight Handling Rates Up 
At Port of Puntarenas 


The rate for loading and unloading 
cargo at the Government owned and 
operated wharfage facilities, the Pa- 
cific Railway Co., at Puntarenas, Costa 
Rica, was Officially increased to 29 
colones (1 colon = US$0.17857) per 
1,000 kilograms (1 meter), by Execu- 
tive decree No. 4, dated July 19, and 
published in La Gaceta; July 24. 

The new rate, which compares with 
the former rate of 20 colones per 
metric ton, was decreed essential by 
reason of increased wages being paid 
to stevedores: and increased wharf- 


operation costs to the Government, . 
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TRANSPORT NOTES 


The Eastern-Shipping Corporation’s 
passenger-freight State of Bombay 
sailed from Bombay on July 26, in- 
augurating a new monthly service to 
Zanzibar via Mombasa and Dar-es-Sa- 
laam. Formerly named the Jal Azad 
and used on the India-United King- 
dom run, the vessel is equipped with 
dormitory-style sleeping accommoda- 
tions and a cafeteria for deck pas- 
sengers. 








Regular weekly passenger and cargo 
service between Lima, Peru, and 
Miami, via Guayaquil, Managua, Te- 
gucigalpa, and Havana, was inaugu- 
rated by Transportes Aereos Nacio- 
nales de Honduras (TAN) on June 29 
in accordance with a provisional op- 
erating permit granted by the Peru- 
vian Government on June 24. The air- 
line is using C-46 aircraft with a ca- 
pacity of 38 passengers. 





Shipments of grain through the port 
of Houston’s public elevator since the 
beginning of the annual grain season, 
June 1, total 2 million more bushels 
than during the like period of 1953, 
the port’s elevator manager has an- 
nounced. 

Twice as many vessels have been 
loaded at the Houston elevator as com- 
pared with the similar 1953 period. 





Indian Airlines Corporation has an- 
nounced plans to open a new route in 
September connecting Srinagar with 
Leh, the capital of Ladakh in eastern 
Kashmir. To be serviced by especially 
equipped Dakotas, the route will be 
flown at an altitude of 18,000 feet; the 
airport at Leh is 12,000 feet above sea 
level. 





The Oakland Board of Port Commis- 
sioners during the fiscal year 1953- 
1954 carried out more than $0.5 million 
worth of construction work at the port 
of Oakland, the Metropolitan Oakland 
International Airport, and Jack Lon- 
don Square, the board has announced. 





All Guatemalan cities have been au- 
thorized to increase the tax on urban 
bus fares within their respective city 
limits to 20 percent from 15 percent. 





resulting from facility improvements 
and higher maintenance costs. 

Under the new rate the bonification 
for inland transportation of freight 
via the Pacific Electric Railway is es- 
tablished at 10 colones per metric ton 
for the purpose of enabling the Gov- 
ernment-owned railway to compete 
with private trucking entities hauling 
freight over the highway between 
Puntarenas and San Jose or interme- 
diate points. 
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Joint Action Urged To Promote 
Stability in Olive Oil Industry 


International action to help stabilize olive oil prices and supplies is 
urged in a report prepared for the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization by its Working Party on Olive Oil. 

The Working Party, with France, Greece, Italy, and Spain represent- 
ing exporting countries and the United Kingdom and Cuba representing 


importing countries, submitted its re- 
port to FAO’s Committee .on Com- 
modity Problems after a 15-day ses- 
sion in Rome. 

Both technical and economic meas- 
ures are proposed to combat the pro- 
nounced annual variation in olive 
oil prices in international trade, cor- 
responding to the variation in crops 
and exports. The report explains that 
the olive oil crop is subject to a 
strong 2-year variation in production 
and that since World War II the al- 
ternating years of heavy crops and 
short crops have occurred simul- 
taneously in all the major producing 
countries in the Mediterranean area. 
Though most producing countries 
have set up some system of storing 
part of the excess crop during large- 
crop years and of releasing the sur- 
plus in the following short-crop years, 
world prices have fluctuated sharply. 

Technical measures to alleviate this 
situation, as proposed by the Work- 
ing Party, would involve a coordinated 
drive to cut olive oil production, 
processing, and marketing costs by 
modernizing existing practices and 
conducting research. 

On the economic side, the Working 
Party proposes the establishment of 
an international olive oil council, 
under whose direction olive producing 
countries would adopt a concerted 
program for stabilizing supplies in 
domestic and international markets. 
Both olive oil exporting and importing 
countries would be represented on 
the council, though 80 percent of the 
vote would be for exporters and 20 
percent for importers. 

No attempt would be made to con- 
trol production or to influence the 
gradual increase in production, be- 
cause the long-term expansion of 
tree plantings and production is con- 
sidered to be in line with growing de- 
mand. Individual governments would 
be expected, however, to store and re- 
lease stocks for domestic use and 
export in accordance with the pro- 
posed Council’s recommendations. 

The Working Party also proposes 
establishment of an international olive 
oil fund to help finance these storage 
operations. It is hoped funds may be 
obtained for this purpose either from 
international organizations such as 
the International Monetary Fund or 


from subscription by interested coun-_ 


tries. 
If the Working Party’s report and 





recommendations are approved by 
FAO, it is assumed that a general 
international olive oil conference will 
be held in order to give all producing 
and importing countries an oppor- 
tunity to examine the proposed inter- 
national agreement and to _ see 
whether positive action along these 
lines is feasible. 





New Motorcar Factory To 
Be Built in Indonesia 


The first foundation stone of the 
N. V. Borguin motorcar factory at 
Prapatkurung, Indonesia, was laid in 
July. 

The N. V. Borguin company was es- 
tablished under an agreement be- 
tween the N. V. Borgward, of Bremen, 
Germany, and the N. V. Udatin of 
Surabaya, Indonesia, and the capital 
is borne equally by both parties. 

The factory, which will be com- 
pleted in 1955 will provide employ- 
ment for 600 to 1,000 workers. The 
first building and office are to be fin- 
ished in 4 months. 

German experts will be placed in 
charge of the technical management 
for the first few months in order to 
secure smooth running of the fac- 
tory. 

The factory will also produce farm 
equipment and other machines. 





French Use More Fertilizer; 
Further Increase Wanted 


Fertilizer deliveries in France dur- 
ing the year May 1, 1953-April 30, 
1954, according to preliminary esti- 
mates of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
amounted to 304,300 metric tons of 
nitrogen (N), 593,350 tons of phos- 
phoric acid. (P.0,), and 476,100 tons of 
potash (K:O), representing increases 
of 14, 27, and 28 percent, respectively, 
over deliveries for the preceding year. 

Despite this upward trend, how- 
ever, fertilizer consumption did not 
reach the goal established under the 
Monnet Plan. Most of the fertilizer 
is consumed in the three northern 
French Departments specializing in 
growing sugar beets and wheat. The 
Ministry of Agriculture is endeavor- 
ing to encourage greater use in the 
less productive central and southern 
regions. 


—— 


Most Films Imported 
By Egypt From U. S. 


Egypt in 1953 imported an estimated 
350 feature films, about 70 percent of 
which were U. S. productions and the 
remainder Italian, French, British, 
Greek, Spanish, and Indian. It pro- 
duced 62 features 


There are 355 motion picture thea- 
ters exhibiting 35-mm. films in the 
country, of which 121 are in Cairo 
and suburbs and 46 in Alexandria and 
suburbs, Outside these cities most 
theaters show only Egyptian films or 
double bills consisting of one Egyptian 
film and one foreign film. An esti- 
mated 35 percent of screen time is 
devoted to the showing of U. S. films. 

Total seating capacity of the mo- 
tion picture theaters is 343,049. Ad- 
missions totaled 75 million in 1953, 
compared with 67 million in 1952. 
Theater receipts amounted to E£2.7 
million, compared with E£2.15 million 
in the preceding year (1 Egyptian 
pound — US$2.88). Cairo accounted 
for an estimated 56 percent of re- 
ceipts in 1953, Alexandria 28 percent, 
and the remainder of the country 16 
percent. 





Italian Auto Production 
May Break All Records 


Italian production of automobiles 
is breaking all previous records and 
is expected to continue at an increas- 
ing rate during the last half of 1954. 
A total of 104,208 vehicles was pro- 


.duced during the first 6 months of this 


year, an increase of 28 percent over 
the corresponding period of 1953, 
when output totaled 81,563 units. 


Production in the first half of 1954, 
with figures for the like period of 
1953 in parentheses, included 87,622 
(65,350) passenger cars; 2,995 (4,888) 
light delivery trucks; 12,509 (10,095) 
trucks; and 1,082 (1,230) buses. 


Italian exports in the first 6 months 
of 1954 totaled 18,530 passenger cars, 
199 light delivery trucks, 829 trucks, 
and 152 buses, compared with 15,797, 
241, 456, and 103, respectively, in the 
corresponding months of 1953. The 
five principal countries of destination 
for passenger cars were Sweden, 2,613 
units; Switzerland, 2,577; Germany, 
2,071; Austria, 1,408; and Belgium, 
1,261. The leading truck market was 
Brazil, 400 units; followed by Austria, 
139.—Cons., Turin. 





French automobile factories pro- 
duced 302,207 motor vehicles, includ- 
ing 219,982 passenger cars, during the 
first half of 1054, as compared with 
250,504 vehicles, including 188,225 pas- 
senger cars, during the first half of 
1953.—_Emb., Paris. 
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Portugal To Expand 


Nitrogen Industry 





U. S. Motion Picture Exports Up 


U. 8. exports of motion picture films 


projectors and 16-mm. sound projec- 
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3 pro- in April 1954, was canceled by a Min- 35-mm, negative features ........... 2,733,336 194,484 1,955,836 129,051 
of this istry of Economy resolution effective 16-mm. negative features ........... 587,273 29,818 412,937 35,976 
t over July 11. 35-mm. positive features ............ 58,597,310 1,946,973 59,229,090 2,215,290 

1953, The tax was removed, the resolution 16-mm. positive features ............ 7,246,700 258,727 7,068,236 205,747 
S. states, because neither the original WE bonas oh hiedessceb dha diveconse 69,164,619 2,430,002 68,666,099 2,586,064 
f 1954, tax nee ee amendment provided the potion picture cameras: Number Dollars Number Dollars 
od of expected revenues. I Sade ob vith B00 ap bdo cnenveyeves 71 73,130 39 83,367 
87,622 Before cancellation of the tax, news- MGs icin sc dekesssobenecsccetgasees 1,352 154,296 1,251 141,903 
(4,888) papers reported, U. S. film companies, GHEE,» ondcccescstecseccscosnssccstiog 2,362 93,999 6,405 190,201 
0,095) #4 view of the change > the pl ERR "EET ip yaaa 3,785 321,425 7,695 415,471 

malan Government and more favor- syition picture projectors: 
tenths = Reoapects, one gery nen QS-MM. sn seevesencereneesesceeneees 228 119.296 373 203.957 
S ms to that country, an y y > MY GEMEINDE Sus ucdgeccavscevoceqens 5 ( 
rucke ( veral theaters in Guatemala City  “g-mm: S0URG serrrrresrrsrererrrss BG *75:003 3'533 i3'622 
15 797, were exhibiting recent U. S. movies. ‘ates — pon einen 
in the . Other motion picture muidetsaina’ , 

i Austr ia Uses More Autos Sound recording equipment ....... 165,239 133,278 
2.613 Motor vehicle registrations in Aus- Mae eh tier: aaa: 147 er 207 py 
many, f@ “ia on October 31, 1953, with figures = Motion picture screens ...,......... Sas 93,713 516,009 
igium for October 31, 1952, in parentheses, Motion picture projection equipment, 

. ioas were as follows: N.0.C. ANG Parts .....cccccccccccecs 380,918 524,090 
it Passenger cars, 71,825 (62,818); taxi- Motion picture studio equipment .. =a naest 

t Gy, : ? , ’ , > 
_ cabs, 2,679 (2,715); buses, 3,691 (3,626); era noshbatelckcadennsnectiee ses 1,106,839 2,044,401 

oe 48,548 (46,882); trailers, 37,133 NN: WHE ois ass dec cokkedetes 6,251,380 8,326,675 

4,465); special-purpose trucks, 4,529 . De f ; 

: ot (4.212): 3-wheel trucks, 2,064 (2,097); Source: Bureau of the Census, U. 8. Department of Commerce 
- the and motorcycles, 202,408 (164,102). trucks, 300 3-wheel trucks, and 115,990 66,625 motorcycles. U. S. makes ac- 
wr th Of total registration on October 31, motorcycles. German makes included counted for 4,979 passenger cars, 306 
ies. 1953, Austrian makes totaled 17,180 31,617 passenger cars, 749 taxicabs, taxicabs, 45 buses, 6,817 trucks, 661 
7 oP of bassenger cars, 1,297 taxicabs, 2,745 715 buses, 17,499 trucks, 1,956 special special vehicles, and 1,256 motor- 
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buses, 15,948 trucks, 
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1,369 special 





trucks, 1,569 3-wheel trucks, and 


cycles.—Emb., Vienna. 
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Pesticide Market in Yugoslavia 
May Show Moderate Increase 


The Yugoslav economy probably will not be able to afford large in- 
vestments in pesticides in the immediate future, but the Government is 
aware of agricultural needs and has been making some credit available. 

This, coupled with the technical authorities’ interest in improving the 
quantity and quality of pesticides consumed, may increase the demand 


for pesticides to some extent. 

Foreign exchange difficulties have 
prevented importation of pesticides 
in desired quantities and as a result 
the Yugoslav chemical industry is at- 
tempting to make licensing agree- 
ments with foreign firms. U. 8S. pes- 
ticides are not used in Yugoslavia, 
chiefly because American firms have 
shown no interest. 

Distribution normally is effected by 
obtaining approval of the product 
from the Yugoslav Plant Protection 
Service and making sales direct to 
the user, usually through local repre- 
sentatives but often through visiting 
agents. 


Exports Could Be Increased 


The Plant Protection Service reports 
that copper sulfate has been an im- 
portant export item since before 
World War II, and capacity could 
supply considerably more than is now 
being produced. Production depends 
on the price of copper sulfate com- 
pared to copper in other forms, and 
exports have dropped to about half 
the 1950 level. Other pesticides, except 
for small quantities of copper car- 
bonate, are not exported. 

As productive capacity increases, 
there will be an exportable surplus 
and Yugoslav products, at least DDT, 
will be able to compete in both price 
and quality in these markets. The 
Near East and South American coun- 
tries have shown interest in Yugoslav 
pesticides, but so far the market has 
been negligible. 

The only pesticides produced en- 
tirely from domestic raw materials 
are copper sulfate, copper carbonate, 
mercury powder, colloidal sulfur, and 





nicotine. Other pesticides, or raw ma- 
terials for their manufacture, are im- 
ported. 


Yugoslav Production of Pesticides, 1953 
Product Metric tons No.of mfrs. 


Copper sulfate 15,133 3 
Dinitro ortho cresol 1,200 2 
Lead arsenate 300 1 
DDT 3,000 1 
BHC 500 1 
Colloidal sulfur 300 1 
Copper carbonate 400-500 1 
Nicotine compounds 130 1 
Yugoslay Consumption of Pesticides 
(metric tons) 
1952 1953 

Product (actual) (estimated) 
Copper sulfate 9,000 14,000 
Dinitro ortho cresol 130 1,200 
Lead arsenate 50 300 
DDT 365 3,000 
BHC plus DDT 120 500 
Colloidal sulfur 32 300 
Ground sulfur 3,000 3,000 
Copper carbonate 20 400-500 
Nicotine compounds 15 110 
Parathion 17 na. 
Mercury powder 102 n.a. 


Projected consumption of pesticides 
in Yugoslavia for 1960 under the Ten- 
Year Plan for Agricultural Develop- 
ment, is as follows: 


Product Metric tons 
Dinitro ortho cresol 2,550 
arsenate 2,000 
DDT liquid 500 
DDT for airplane spraying 140 
DDT powder 500 
BHC wder 500 
Parathion 140-150 
Copper sulfate 16,000 
Copper carbonate 3,000 
Mercury chloride 550 
Sulfur dioxide 50 
Ground sulfur 3,000 
Colloidal sulfur 100 
Zinc phosphite 10 
Nicotine 10 
Cyanides 20-30 


Lack of adequate equipment is one 
of the most; serious handicaps to use 
of pesticides. The most urgent needs 
are for hand dusters, small portable 


motor dusters, light motor sprayers, 
and fog sprayers for olive groves. 
There is a great shortage of portable 
sprayers for use in vineyards. No 
Sprayers were produced during or im- 
mediately after World War II, but 
three small factories now are produc- 
ing about 20,000 a year. Another fac- 
tory is producing a small motor 
sprayer, of which about 700 have been 
manufactured.—Emb., Belgrade. 





Indian Motor Company To 
Manufacture British Car 


The Government of India has 
granted Hindustan Motors permission 
to manufacture in India the British 
Morris Minor car, according to the 
Indian press of July 27. 

The company attained self-sufi- 
ciency in iron castings and forgings 
in the year ended March 31, its annual 
report states, and completed the 
manufacture of tools for a V-8 engine. 
Production of engine parts is in 
progress, and plans reportedly are un- 
der way for the manufacture of body 
panels. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $3.50 
a year ($4.50 to foreign addresses). 


ES vies ot a Zone... . State. ... 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check 
or money order payable to the Treasurer of 
the United States. 
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